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YEARS OF ACHIEVEMENT 


1917 — 1958 


A History of the Cincinnati 


Catholic Women’s Association 


Compiled by 
MARIE W. BURKE 


This history is dedicated to 
Our Founders 


MRS. FREDERICK E. MACKENTEPE 
MRS. FREDERICK W. HINKLE 
MRS. RICHARD K. LE BLOND 


Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe 
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gf Magee me take you back to 


April 14, 1917, to the basement of the Good Samari- 
tan Hospital on Clifton Avenue. There we shall find 
assembled a group of patriotic women, in response to 
a request from Mrs. Bellamy Storer, who, along with 
His Grace Archbishop Moeller, saw a need for or- 
ganizing our women for War Time Service. 
Reverend Francis Finn took the chair and briefly 
explained to the representatives of the various 
Churches and Sodalities of our city and suburbs the 
object of their coming together, namely, the desire of 
our Catholic women to work in the national emer- 
gency for God, for country and for home. By affilia- 
tion with the National League for Women’s Service 
this could be done effectively, it being the aim of the 
League to discover and put to use the latent energies 
of individuals, in order to bring out their full strength 
for the advantage of all. In view of probable food 
shortage, planting of vegetable gardens was strongly 
urged, as well as economic management along all 
lines. Woman is conservative by nature—it is her 
instinct to help to save. Man is a fighter. The 
marching soldier’s ‘Girl I left behind me’ may be his 
mother, his sister, sweetheart or wife. But he fights 
with more courage because he knows that “she’’, 
that girl, is doing her share to keep the home, he 
risks his life to save. Therefore, we decided that it- 
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was our duty during the war to exercise intelligent 
economy, making the most of everything that we 
might be able to give to others, as well as provide 
for ourselves. 

This was the inception of our knitting group which 
was named the ‘‘Ohio Catholic Women’s Associa- 
tion’, with Mrs. Bellamy Storer, a convert, as its 
organizer and first President, and Miss Gabriele 
Bouscaren, Recording Secretary. The date—April 14, 
1917. 

At this meeting a few simple by-laws were adopted 
and an executive board created. Mrs. Storer in 
opening her first meeting said ‘“The Ohio Catholic 
Women’s Association is now establishing itself in 
Cincinnati. We represent that new word ‘prepared- 
ness’. Westand ready to serve our Country, Catholic 
and non-Catholic, working together. Just what work 
we shall do we know not, but we are ready and we are 
one; for us, one flag—one country—one creed!”’ 

At the regular meeting on October 27, 1917 it was 
announced that the name of the Association had 
been changed from the ‘‘Ohio Catholic Women’s 
Association”’ to the ‘‘Cincinnati Catholic Women’s 
Association’’, since all members were from Cincinnati 
and vicinity. 

This newly organized group was eager to get to 
work with this in mind, that ‘“‘woman is the second 
line of defense, the line of constructive patriotism, 
an indispensable line, and it should be our duty to 
hold this position bravely, by doing as perfect as we 
are able, whatever we undertake’’. 

The members were given a list of every Cincinnati 
boy in the Service and the parish to which he be- 
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longed. A society of War Godmothers was formed to 
take a special interest in them, whether here or in 
France, to care especially for our boys without 
families. 

The knitting was started at once. Mrs. Joseph B. 
Verkamp, Mrs. Henry Rattermann, Jr., Mrs. Daniel 
M. Heekin, and others, supervised the distribution 
of yarn. A report was made in 1919 showing the 
following had been accomplished: 10,000 knitted 
garments, 90,977 surgical dressings, arfd 18,840 other 
garments. Our Red Cross unit was designated as 
No. 6. Their work of love and patriotic duty was 
distributed all over this country and some was sent 
to France. Under the protection of the Swiss govern- 
ment our knitting was distributed to French and 
English prisoners of war in German prison camps. 

In October of 1917, Mrs. George Hoadly, State 
Chairman of the National League for Women’s 
Service, asked Miss Grace Parker to give a talk on 
the League in the Ballroom of the Gibson Hotel. We 
were acquainted with the aims and ideals of the 
League, of which our Association formed a part. 
All of our members were urged to subscribe to the 
Second Liberty Loan drive. Mrs. Si P. Egan was 
chairman of this project, and all names of our mem- 
bers subscribing to it had their investment credited 
to our Association. Our chairman reported $29,000.00 
to our credit in this drive. 

We are starting our second year with Mrs. Bellamy 
Storer presiding, and our meetings are still held at 
the Good Samaritan Hospital. It was at this time 
that a fete for the fatherless children of France was 


given at the Zoo. It was quite a success—our Asso- . 
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ciation took over the Tea Garden—from which was 
realized $2,000.00, indeed a goodly sum. 

The “flu”? epidemic was rampant this year, you 
may remember we avoided crowded places and as a 
result our activities were halted, to a certain extent. 
All large meetings and working centers were closed 
for the duration, but the knitting was carried on in 
our homes. 

We made a contribution of one hundred boxes to 
the Red Cross, a consignment of Christmas boxes 
for our boys overseas were intended for the ‘‘friend- 
less boys’’. We also made an offering of $500.00 to 
Miss Beatrice Shillito, corresponding secretary of the 
Women’s Committee of Defense, to be used toward 
the Hostess House Fund. 

In the meantime, vestments and altar linens were 
being made for various camps throughout the coun- 
try; the Knights of Columbus Hall at Ft. Thomas 
was decorated; we were instrumental in obtaining an 
organ for Father James Carr, Chaplain at Wright 
Aviation Field; one gross of rosaries blessed by the 
Holy Father were given to Father Francis A. Reardon 
at Camp Sherman to be distributed to our boys, and 
one thousand Scapulars were sent to them also. 
Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe and Miss Gabriele 
Bouscaren taught French to our boys at Ft. Thomas, 
who were going overseas, using government books 
as their guide, stressing conversational phrases, in 
French. 

Mrs. Frederick Mackentepe asked Mr. T. J. Walsh 
of the Fifth-Third National Bank to give us an 
address on the Liberty Loan, Thrift and War Savings 
Stamps. He paid a beautiful tribute to women’s 
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work in the war, and clearly explained the nature 
and purpose of these loans and their great benefit t to 
the public as well as to the country. 

The Government expressed a desire that we become 
interested in Child Welfare and Mrs. Harman was 
appointed to represent the Cincinnati. Catholic 
Women’s Association on that question. Two of our 
members, Mrs. Henry Frey and Mrs. Joseph Homan, 
were appointed to the Americanization Committee. 

We were now entering a new year with Mrs. Fred- 
erick E. Mackentepe as our President, and our 
meetings were still being held at the Good Samaritan 
Hospital, where we were welcomed by the good 
Sisters. | 

Our Red Cross unit was busy at work; we were 
complimented on the quantity and quality of our 
labor. Home Service for the families of the soldiers 
and sailors was the important Red Cross work for 
the future, and it was to continue from two to five 
years. It consisted of giving financial assistance, 
legal advice, and comfort to men in the Service, and 
finding positions for discharged or panes, disabled 
soldiers and sailors. 

It was at this time that we sent 100 pairs of socks 
to the Marquise de Chambrun, Mrs. Bellamy Storer’s 
daughter, who resided in France. These were to be 
given to returning French soldiers. 

Mrs. Bellamy Storer’s next project was a concert 
at Music Hall. She used all of her energy and 
strength to make it a success. From it we realized 
$2,300.00 which was sent to His Holiness Pope 
Benedict. Previously an Easter offering of $1,000.00 


was sent to His Holiness for the Italian War Orphans. 
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Our total contribution of $3,300.00 for the year 1919 
was for a good purpose. 

The Recreation Committee, largely in the hands 
of the Santa Maria groups, provided drills, singing 
and dancing, parties, etc. with refreshments being 
served at these affairs. 

Our chairman invited Miss Elizabeth Kelly, Field 
Secretary of the National Catholic War Council, and 
Miss Nelly Doud, in charge of the Community House 
at 1721 Race Street, to visit us, and they reported 
on the work being done in Cincinnati by the National 
Catholic War Council. 

During this year also Mrs. Si P. Egan and Mrs. P. 
J. Faulkner addressed our Association on behalf of 
the Needlework Guild of America, and we decided 
to affiliate with them. Among our other activities 
were dances which we sponsored at the “‘Hut’’, the 
Knights of Columbus Hall at Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. 
The popularity of these dances was evidenced by 
the attendance of as many as one thousand service 
men and their dates. 

It was in the fall of 1919, the exact date October 
twenty-second, that Cincinnati was signally honored 
with a visit from Royalty—our guests, Elizabeth of 
Belgium, King Albert and the Royal Party. Even 
though it was our first experience in entertaining 
Royalty, they were given a “‘Royal”’ welcome upon 
their arrival at the Central Union Depot, where they 
were appropriately greeted by Mayor Galvin and 
the Reception Committee. | 

Queen Elizabeth was quite petite, not more than 
five feet two inches in height, her face a pleasant oval, 
with dark expressive eyes. She was charming and 
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pensive with traces of severe experiences, coura- 
geously borne. 

King Albert was quite tall and khaki clad, and one 
could sense the devotion that existed between the 
King and Queen. The ubiquitous photographer who 
was assigned to take pictures had an interesting 
experience. It was the couple’s first flashlight pic- 
ture—a lighted candle was held at her majesty’s 
shoulder, frightening her, she turned her great hazel 
eyes toward Albert, I imagine she whispered ‘‘Quest- 
ce-que-c’est?’? He moved closer to her, assuring her 
without words that all was well. 

A special symphony concert was given in honor of 
our Royal guests. Needless to say it was well at- 
tended and enjoyed by our distinguished visitors. 

A visit was made to the Good Samaritan hospital. 
A red velvet carpet marked the pathway of the 
Queen. Her first visit was to the chapel, flowers were 
arranged around the prie dieu where her majesty 
bowed her head in prayer. The Royal Party was 
shown through the hospital by Sister Rose Alexis the 
Superintendent. Sister Victoria, for years Superior 
of the hospital, was a guest of honor at the reception 
as were Mother Bertha and Sister Mary Agnes of the 
Motherhouse, Delhi. 

Besides the welcoming committee, consisting of 
Dr. John E. Greiwe and the staff of the Good Samari- 
tan Hospital, there was a group from the Catholic 
Women’s Association, headed by Mrs. Frederick E. 
Mackentepe, President, and the following—Mrs. 
Richard Mitchell, Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle and 
Mrs. Joseph B. Verkamp, who escorted her Majesty 
on her visitation to the wards. Many touching 
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incidents marked her route; Elizabeth of Belgium 
was in a position to judge hospitals since she was a 
graduate physician. 

A purse of gold, 8545 francs, which had been 
accumulated in less than a week’s time by the Catho- 
lic Women’s Association for the relief of Belgian 
babies, was presented to the Queen by Master Daniel 
Heekin, aged four, who was clad in the white satin 
costume of a Court Page. Winifred Heekin, aged 
three, and Eugenia Rattermann, aged four, presented 
her Majesty with lovely bouquets of deep pink roses 
and received a royal kiss on either cheek in return. 

A group of pupils from the Summit, a private school 
on Grandin Road, conducted by the Sisters of Notre 
Dame, awaited a visit from the King and Queen at 
the L. A. Ault residence, on Grandin Lane, and 
presented large bouquets to their Majesties, who 
received them graciously. 

The Motherhouse of the Sisters of Notre Dame is 
at Namur, Belgium. While this town was sacked by 
the Germans, the convent was left unmolested—in 
fact, toward the close of the war, a detachment of 
American soldiers was sent to the convent and the 
good nuns supplied them with coffee and something 


to eat from their scant store. 
On her Majesty’s return from the tour, little Jack 


Faulkner, aged ten, son of Mrs. Peter Faulkner, 
presented Elizabeth of Belgium with an American 
flag. 

At the annual meeting held in May 1920, Mrs. Fred- 
erick E. Mackentepe was re-elected President, with 
Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle as First Vice-President, 
and the Good Samaritan Hospital continuing to ex- 
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tend their hospitality. It was at this meeting that it 
was decided to have a bronze tablet erected at the 
Good Samaritan Hospital, commemorative of the 
war work done in that building by our organization. 

And we were “‘spreading our wings’”——our Cincin- 
nati Catholic Women’s Association became affiliated 
with the National Council of Catholic Women in 
Washington. The ‘‘Suffrage’’ question was a current 
topic at this time and Mrs. Mackentepe spoke to us 
on the subject, and reminded us that it was our duty 
to act, since the vote had been given to us. The 
Committee on Education arranged a series of lectures 
on the proper use of the ballot and talks were given 
to our members on citizenship. 

Our Red Cross work continued. I am going to give 
you a report that was made at our annual meeting, 
that you may better understand the wide scope of 
work accomplished by different groups of our Red 
Cross unit No. 6. 


Miss Clara Robben read her report as follows: 
April Ist to July 1st, 1920 
3 Bolts (200 yards) Sponges 
6 Bolts (100 yards) Fluffs 
2 Bolts (200 yards) Strips 


Mrs. Haverman of the St. Lawrence Guild for 
St. Mary’s Hospital: 
298 Sponges (large) 
533 Dressings 
170 Pads 
246 Drains 
1155 Sponges (additional) 
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Mrs. Boehm, Good Samaritan Hospital Guild: 


14 Masks 24 Bags 
35 Tray Cloths 12 Small Sheets 
42 Gowns 14 Rubber Sheets 
82 Sponges 24 Squares 
25 Masks 12 Doz. Napkins 
24 Bandages 50 Towels 

1400 Yds. Gauze 11 Large Sheets 


Kenton Street Welfare Center: 
53 Garments cut—15 hours time given 
For the Little Sisters of the Poor 


62 Sheets 
12 Shirts 
Miss Ann Springmeier’s report: 
71 Pairs Nurses Cuffs 5 Surgeon’s Coats 
12 Bed Pan Covers 5 Surgeon’s Trousers 
40 Squares 4 Ladies Gowns 
40 Sacque Gowns 12 Sheets 
12 Rubber Sheets 8 Sterilized Sheets 
2 Pairs Rompers 32 Hot Water Bottle 
30 Face Towels Covers 


Red Cross Branch No. 6 continued to hold their 
work room, all day sessions on Wednesdays, sewing 
for Allied Refugees. 

A memorial Mass was given by the Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association on April 16, 1920 for 
Sister Victoria of the Good Samaritan Hospital in 
appreciation of her kindness to us, in supporting our 
undertakings, and for providing shelter in our So- 
ciety’s infancy. She later helped us in many ways, 
when the Red Cross branch was undertaken by us. 
But for her goodness, the Cincinnati Catholic 
Women’s Association might have had to disband. 
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In appreciation of the kindness shown our Associa- 
tion, we presented the Good Samaritan Hospital 
with a set of the Catholic Encyclopedia, as well as a 
Scholarship for nurses, in training there. 

At this time, too, our Association provided mem- 
bers to read to the children in Good Samaritan 
Hospital. In fact, Mrs. James A. Ridgely donated 
one whole day a week for this work. You can see 
that there was a close bond between us. 

A request was made at this time that our Associa- 
tion provide means to give altar linens to the devas- 
tated churches of Central Europe; in compliance with 
this plea the linens were purchased and work was 
begun on them at once. 

Circulars from the Bureau of Mines on the con- 
servation of gas were distributed to our members. 
Our Chairman read a circular sent to us by the 
National Council of Catholic Women on the Shephard- 
Towner Bill. It was proposed that we take up the 
study of such matters. The Shephard-Towner Bill 
became an Act on November 23, 1921. It was a 
Maternity Act, for the promotion of the Welfare and 
Hygiene of Maternity and Infant cases. It was 
mainly for the purpose of appropriating, authorizing, 
and cooperating in matters of hygiene—the states 
working with the government. 

At a meeting of our Legislative Committee letters 
were read from the Governors of Illinois, New York 
and Ohio on the Shephard-Towner Bill and from the 
National Catholic Welfare Council. It is quite 
obvious that we had a very active Legislative Com- 
mittee and that we were very interested and well 
versed in civic affairs. 
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The beginning of another year for our Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association. This is the fourth 
year of our manifold patriotic, civic and charitable 
activities. We are known in France, Italy, Belgium 
and Switzerland, as well as in many army camps in 
our own country. We have given unstintedly to 
many, many causes—all of this being done without 
a “home” of our own. One would wonder how our 
small group could realize the amount of cash gifts 
we have given. 

Now that there is a slight lull, we turn our thoughts 
toward the realization of our dream—a ‘‘Clubhouse’’, 
combined with a home for business and professional 
women. The Dr. Holmes Hospital was our first 
consideration. After some discussion it was decided 
not to purchase this property, to wait until a more 
suitable site could be found. 

At our next meeting, May 14, 1921, it was agreed 
to close the “‘old’’ Association. The Chair announced 
the purpose of the meeting (of which due notice had 
been given to all of the incorporators and all of the 
members of the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Asso- 
ciation, unincorporated) was to adopt a Constitution 
for the Corporation, and elect Trustees to hold their 
offices until the next annual meeting, or until their 
successors were elected and qualified. Mrs. Frederick 
W. Hinkle was chairman of this committee to incor- 
porate, and with five Board Members—Mrs. Joseph 
B. Verkamp, Mrs. J. T. Homan, Mrs. Clara Pressler, 
Mrs. R. K. LeBlond and Mrs. Henry Luers, the new 
Constitution was drafted. After discussion and 
explanation of the various Articles, the motion was 
carried by an affirmative vote of more than two 
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thirds of those present, and the Constitution was 
adopted as read. 
At our Annual Meeting on May 14, 1921 the follow- 
ing officers and directors were elected: 
Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe— 
President 
Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle—First Vice- 
president 
Mrs. Joseph B. Verkamp—Second 
Vice-president 
Mrs. Henry Frey—Treasurer 
Miss Leona E. Greiwe—Recording 
Secretary 
Miss Leslie May Luers—Corresponding 
Secretary 
Miss Mary Unnewehr—Auditor 


Directors Mrs. Si P. Egan 
for Mrs. H. H. Rieckelman 
One-Year Mrs. Henry Luers 
Term Mrs. Richard K. LeBlond 
Mrs. Clara Pressler 


Directors Mrs. Frank Kunkel 
for Mrs. A. Zech 
Two-Year Dr. Elisabeth Hocker 
Term Mrs. Peter J. Faulkner 

Mrs. Phillip McMahon 
Mrs. Joseph Ryan 
Dr. Nora Crotty 
Mrs. W. Y. Cartwright 
Mrs. Robert McEvilley 
Miss Charlotte E. Lincoln 
Mrs. John Menke 
Mrs. T. G. Kennedy 
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All of the above named officers and directors were 
recorded as Charter Members. It was decided to 
elect the Chairman of Committees from the Board of 
Directors. The devotion and admirable tact of these 
fine women carried our Association through the trials 
and fatigues of busy war years. 

During the summer of this year we gave trans- 
portation to two hundred children from the Fresh 
Air Farm to Church, and it was reported that we 
gave 1600 garments to the Needlework Guild in the 
fall. It was at this time also that our Association 
went on record protesting against the immodesty 
of dress. 

We received a letter from Mr. George B. Chris- 
tian, Jr. secretary to President Harding, thanking 
our Association for the letter we had sent expressing 
our hope for the success of the Peace Conference, 
which was to open in Washington on November 11, 
1921. 

We are beginning another year. I would like to 
add a quotation here that I think applied to our 
little group. Louise Haskins wrote :— 

‘‘And I said to the man who stood at the 
gate of the year, ‘give me a light that I may 
tread safely into the unknown’. And he 
said ‘go out into the darkness and put thine 
hand into the Hand of God—that shall be 
to thee better than light and safer than a 
known way!”’ 

These dear good women, our founders, who led 
our Association through those formative years were 
indeed pioneers in the true sense of the word. 
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We have Mrs. Mackenrtepe presiding, laying plans 
for a new year. She asked each of our members to 
bring a new member in order to increase our mem- 
bership and augment our income, making it possible 
to carry on our charitable work and provide the 
means to establish a home for us. 

We sponsored Parliamentary Law classes, some 
being held at the Good Samaritan Hospital in the 
afternoon, and other classes held at the Hotel Sinton 
at night. 

We collected and sent magazines to the prisoners 
at Columbus, gave parties at Longview for the ex- 
soldiers, and provided rooms at the various hotels 
for the Traveler’s Aid transients. We were making 
liberal contributions to the Community Chest, the 
playgrounds, and Catholic Charities, as well as help- 
ing ex-service men and disabled servicemen. In 
addition to all of this we were still sewing for the Red 
Cross and turning out quantities of work. 

At our Annual Meeting held on May 13, 1922, the 
following officers were elected: 

Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle—President 

Dr. Nora Crotty—First Vice-President 

Mrs. Si P. Egan—Second Vice-President 

Miss Marie O’Hara—Recording Secretary 

Mrs. Phillip McMahon—Corresponding 

Secretary 

Mrs. Robert McEvilley—Treasurer 

Mrs. Frank Wenstrup—Auditor 
- A vote of thanks was tendered Mrs. Frederick E. 
Mackentepe for her two terms of office. We are 
indebted to her for the ground work she so carefully — 
laid for our Association, carrying us through trying 
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years. Mrs. Mackentepe was decorated by His 
Holiness Pope Pius X, and by the French and 
Belgium governments. She was a gentle woman, she 
had a cultural, patriotic, civic and charitable mind— 
she was indeed a leader and we will always be grateful 
to her. 

Mrs. Frederick Hinkle very graciously asked the 
members of our Club, and their friends, to enjoy a 
card party at ‘‘Belcamp’”’ for the benefit of the chari- 
table activities of the Club. It was indeed quite a 
success, socially and financially. A garden party was 
given on June 22nd, 23rd and 24th for the benefit 
of the Dominican Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, too. 

It was at this time that Mrs. Frederick E. Macken- 
tepe accepted the chairmanship of the “Penny 
Lunch”? movement, the first of these being opened at 
St. Edward’s School, with 1300 lunches served the 
first week. We appropriated $150.00 for this new 
project, until it could finance itself. Mrs. Frederick 
E. Mackentepe was the originator of the cafeteria, 
in schools, through this ‘Penny Lunch”? movement. 

In November of this year Mrs. F. J. Wenstrup 
organized the work to be undertaken by the Junior 
Service Department, and $50.00 was appropriated 
for them. Miss Leslie May Luers was its first Presi- 
dent—1922-1923. 

The Junior Service is a committee of the Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association, whose activities are 
religious, charitable, educational, civic and social, 
and it aims to parallel the work of the Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association through support and 
cooperation. It is composed of young Catholic 
women of greater Cincinnati; each member giving 
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two hours of service each week, September through 
June, or a total of eighty hours on any of the varied 
committees of Social Service. Anyone who is eligible 
to join the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association 
and who is under the age of thirty-five, is eligible to 
join the Junior Service. Upon reaching the age of 
thirty-five, members transfer to the parent club. 

The government and management of the Junior 
Service is vested in a Board of Directors composed 
of fifteen members who are elected for three-year 
terms. The Junior Service functions under its own 
Rules of Order and holds an annual election of five 
members to its Board of Directors. It has two 
representatives on the Board of the Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association, namely, the President 
of the Junior Service and the Junior Service Repre- 
sentative. Dinner meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month, September through May, 
at the Clubhouse, 518 East Fourth Street. The 
June meeting is a luncheon meeting held at a time 
and place selected by the Board of Directors. The 
Board of Directors meets for the purpose of trans- 
acting the business of the organization the same num- 
ber of times as there are meetings of the general 
membership. 

Standing Committees of Junior Service are: Deco- 
rations, Dinner, Fall Dance, Good Cheer, Member- 
ship, Program, Public Relations, Service Hours, 
Sewing, Spiritual Activities, St. Joseph Infant Home, 
Symphony, Tax Stamps, Telephone, Volunteers, 
Ways and Means, and Whirligig Ball. 

The Junior Service has done a fine piece of work, 
‘they have been most generous to their parent club, 
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being very cooperative in every way. 

To go on with our parent club, Mrs. Henry Ratter- 
mann, Jr. reported that $498.00 had been collected 
tor the Welfare of the Blind from a pencil sale. That 
sum represented quite a few pencils. Mrs. Charles 
Williams did admirable work for the adult blind over 
a period of time, giving generously of herself to those 
who were afflicted. 


Our members sponsored a “Jelly and Preserve’ 
shower for the benefit of the Good Samaritan Hos- 
pital. The Sisters were most grateful for their gift 
of 300 glasses of jelly and preserves. They also 
appreciated the work done by the Cooperative So- 
ciety, as well as the work accomplished by the Geor- 
gia Guild. Mrs. Charles McCarthy was appointed 
Chairman of the Surgical Dressing Department at 
this time. 

Since the ‘‘Penny Lunch”’ proved such a success at 
St. Edward’s School, it was decided to open a “‘Penny 
TPunchaac the CathedraleParish: 


A “Doll Sale” organized by Mrs. R. K. LeBlond 
was held at the new Herschede Building, each mem- 
ber was asked to dress a doll. Can you imagine how 
lovely this display was? It netted $551.00. 


We were interested in the Good Shepherd Convent 
(Girl’s Town) through the years, giving entertain- 
ment for the girls and remembering them all with 
gifts at Christmas time. 


The Better Films Committee was assured that our 
Association would give their moral support, and 
$100.00 was appropriated for that purpose. 
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Continuing with our civic work, a letter was sent 
to Mr. Bookman of the Council of Social Agencies 
asking him to include in its budget for 1922-1923, 
entirely as an emergency measure, a sum sufficient 
to support the playgrounds for the summer of 1922. 
Also at this time we were urged to offer our services 
as solicitors for the Community Chest drive. 

Our Chairman of Legislation announced that a 
question box would be placed at our meetings, and 
questions of legislative nature would be answered. 
Our members were asked to read and study the 
various bills current at this time, Mrs. Alfred J. 
Geisler was most helpful in answering these inquiries. 

The Association was asked for their cooperation 
in using their influence for a larger appropriation for 
the Girl’s School at Delaware, Ohio and the Marys- 
ville Reformatory. 

At our January meeting, with Mrs. Frederick W. 
Hinkle presiding, it was announced that Mrs. R. K. 
LeBlond had given $1,000.00 for our new Clubhouse. 
To this was added $1,000.00 from the Catholic 
Ladies of Columbia and $1,000.00 from Mrs. F. W. 
Hinkle. Miss Leslie May Luers, chairman of the 
newly organized Junior Service announced a gift from 
them of $350.00. 

At our February meeting this resolution was writ- 
ten into the minutes: 

‘‘Whereas this Association has contracted 
for the purchase of the former Michael 
Mullen residence on East Fourth Street in 
this city, and 

Whereas it is for the best interest of the 
Association and the Roman Catholic Church. 
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of this Diocese, that the title to said prop- 
erty should be taken in the name of the 
Most Reverend Henry Moeller, Archbishop 
of Cincinnati, and his successors in that 
office in Trust for this Association.”’ 

Mrs. Henry Luers was chairman of the Captain- 
ship for the drive for funds for the Clubhouse, every 
tenth member to be a captain. At last, we were to 
have a “home’’, our very own home, but with it a 
responsibility—an obligation to realize the finances 
necessary to really make us the owners of it. 

But the “bread that was cast upon the waters” 
was to come home. Dr. Nora Crotty announced that 
all of our members were invited to attend the Irish 
Fellowship Banquet on March 18, the proceeds of 
which were to be donated to the Cincinnati Catholic 
Women’s Association. Mrs. Henry Luers announced 
that $2,960.00 had been collected in the recent drive 
for funds for the Clubhouse, and that Mrs. A. Zech 
had donated her piano to the Club. 

It was almost incredible—at our April meeting 
1923 it was announced that the first payment of 
$15,000.00 had been made, and that the new Club- 
house at 516 East Fourth Street had been formally 
turned over to the organization. The chair announced 
that His Grace had sent his Blessings and Best Wishes 
to all members of the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s 
Association. 

Can you picture the satisfaction the Board of 
Directors experienced as they entered the door at 
516 East Fourth Street for their Annual Meeting? 
It was customary to open each and every meeting 
with a prayer, but on May 1, 1923 it was a special 
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meeting and a special prayer of thanksgiving was 
said by all. 

The chair, Mrs. F. W. Hinkle presiding, announced 
that the janitor’s salary had been paid for six months, 
while the Executive Secretary had been paid for one 
year. 

Many members came forward to furnish rooms, 
the cost of which was $200.00 a room. Mrs. R. K. 
LeBlond suggested naming the rooms after the 
women of the Old Testament such as Ruth, Esther, 
etc. or saints’ names, rather than numbers. 

It was reported at this time that the Junior Service 
had formed a Motor Car Service. We were informed 
also of the resignation of Miss Leslie May Luers as 
Junior Service Chairman, which we accepted with 
deepest regret. Miss Anna Dubrul succeeded 
Miss Luers as Chairman. The Junior Service Rum- 
mage Sale on May 17th, 18th and 19th netted 
$594.50; assisting in this project were Mrs. R. K. 
LeBlond and Mrs. Joseph B. Verkamp. Miss Anna 
Dubrul, Chairman of the Junior Service, announced 
a gift of $400.00 to the Club, realized from the 
Rummage Sale, which was to be used for the painting 
of the Clubhouse; an additional $200.00 was realized 
and was given to the Penny Lunch project. 

Miss Lindsay formed a Junior Service Glee Club 
and offered their services to the Association, as well 
as the different hospitals and institutions, at Christ- 
mas time. 

Two flags were purchased for our new Clubhouse, 
one of wool for outdoors and a silk flag for indoors, 
and at this time Mrs. Mary Emery made a contribu- 


tion of $100.00 toward our new home. Mount St. | 
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Joseph and Mt. St. Vincent Alumnae furnished the 
little room adjoining the living room. 

At the meeting on June 12, 1923 Mrs. Frederick E. 
Mackentepe was made an Honorary Member of the 
Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association with power 
to vote. His Grace Archbishop Henry Moeller sent 
a letter to the Association announcing the appoint- 
ment of Father Marcellus Wagner as Spiritual Di- 
rector of the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Associa- 
tion. 

The house-warming took place on June 23, 1923. 
The Most Reverend Archbishop Moeller blessed the 
Club on this day at two o’clock. A reception was 
held from four to six, and from eight to ten o’clock 
in the evening. 

Our manifold activities continued as usual. Father 
Brockman, S. J. President of Xavier (College), gave 
us a course of lectures, on Current Events. An 
appropriation of $500.00 was made for the purchase 
of a statue to be placed in Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary 
in memory of the soldiers and sailors of World War I. 
The Ladies of the Third Order of St. Dominic made, 
packed and shipped 350 garments to the Mission 
Crusade. 

A Scholarship was pledged to the Service School 
of The Catholic University, Washington, D. C. It 
was known as the Moeller Scholarship—$1,000.00 
for a two-year course. Applications were received 
for the Service School, the result to be determined 
by competitive examinations. The Scholarship was 
awarded to Miss Theresa Beirne. A letter was sent 
to Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe expressing our 
appreciation and pride in seeing her worthy ambition 
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realized. It was decided to establish another Scholar- 
ship fund. Our first Scholarship was established from 
the proceeds of a special matinee of “‘Blossom Time”’ 
which was given at the Shubert Theatre on Decem- 
ber 23, 1923. 

The next project was a Rummage Sale. This was 
planned by Mrs. R. K. LeBlond, Mrs. Henry Luers, 
and Mrs. Joseph B. Verkamp. The sale was held at 
128 West Court Street on October 25th, 26th, and 
27th. Advertisements were inserted in the Post, 
Enquirer, Times-Star and Commercial Tribune, 4000 
dodgers were distributed the day before the sale, 
and a horse and wagon advertised the event through- 
out the city. This project netted the Club $2540.58. 

About this time the Ku Klux Klan movement was 
advancing in Ohio, and it was not unusual to meet a 
parade of white robed individuals, wearing white 
masks, during an evening’s drive in the country. 
It was quite obvious that Catholic candidates for 
office were often defeated. 

We were indeed sorry to learn of the death of 
Mrs. Leslie May Foche (Leslie May Luers). All 
members were asked to attend a Mass in her memory 
at St. Mary’s Church in Hyde Park the following 
week. Mrs. Foche had been a faithful worker since 
the early days of our Club, having served as Cor- 
responding Secretary in 1921, and assuming the 
Chairmanship of the Junior Service in 1922. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph Infant Home were cele- 
brating their 50th Anniversary and for this event 
we sent 40 sheets and 100 pillow cases to them. This 
gift was sent in the name of the Cincinnati Catholic 
Women’s Association, the donor Mrs. Joseph Lackner. | 
Sewing for the Foundling Home took place every 
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Thursday morning at the Clubhouse from 9 until 
12 o’clock. 

Mrs. Harry Verbage, Chairman of Membership, 
urged all of the members to assist her in a drive for 
new members with the hope of having a membership 
of 5000 by May. 

The year of 1923 was a record one for us—we gave 
4266 articles of clothing to the Needlework Guild. 
At the same time our civic interest continued—we 
were given a talk on various bills pending in Colum- 
bus and Washington that were of interest to women 
and children. Our Legislative Chairman suggested 
that a member of our Association be a candidate for 
office on the Board of Education. 

We are starting the second year in our new home, 
Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle presiding. 

We had a nice response to the Christmas stockings, 
$388.65 was received as our members’ Christmas 
gift to the Club. Each member also donated one 
wash cloth and two towels as a house-warming gift. 

Discussion as to the purchase of the house next 
door to our present home had been going on for some 
time, and it was at this time that His Grace gave his 
approval for the expansion of the Cincinnati Catho- 
lic Women’s Association. The decision having been 
made, the resolution was as follows: 

‘““‘Whereas this Association at its meeting of 
March 8, 1924 voted to purchase the resi- 
dence of Miss Nora Haley known as No. 518 
East Fourth Street, in this city.” 

And the following was drawn up and 
recorded: 
‘“‘Whereas it is for the best interest of the 
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Association and the Roman Catholic Church 
of this Diocese that the title to said property 
should be taken in the name of the Most 
Reverend Henry Moeller, Archbishop of 
Cincinnati, and his successors in that office, 
in trust, for this Association’’. 

We are now the proud owners of two lovely old 
Victorian houses—No. 516 and No. 518 East Fourth 
Street, located in the only well preserved, historic 
section of early Cincinnati. 

This is the early history of our Clubhouse prop- 
erty. We will go back to October 15, 1788, when the 
United States of America deeded a large parcel of 
land to John Cleves Symmes, a prominent Revolu- 
tionary War Colonel. This land, between 300,000 
and 400,000 acres, extended between the two ‘‘Mi- 
amis’’, fronting on the Ohio River. 

Our Clubhouse property was a parcel of this de- 
velopment—it was known as the Miami purchase in 
Cincinnati Township. The tract embraced 10,000 
acres; the deed to this property passed on from John 
Cleves Symmes to six early settlers, the seventh 
being General William Lytle, who took title to it in 
1815. In turn, the Bank of the United States took 
over this property and sold it to William Thoms on 
December 31, 1831. It was then that Mr. Thoms 
decided to subdivide and this was platted by Joseph 
Gest, City Surveyor, and known as the William 
Thoms Subdivision. Our lots were part of Section 12, 
and they each had a frontage of 30 feet on East 
Fourth Street. The original owners of these two 
. lots were Ambrose Dudley, who purchased his prop- _ 
erty on December 5, 1833, and James H. Thompson, 
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who took title to his property on January 19, 1839. 
The deed was drawn up by Samuel W. Davies, who 
was Mayor of Cincinnati at that time. This wording 
was in the deeds—‘‘William Thoms, his heirs, execu- 
tors and administrators will warrant and forever 
defend the aforesaid premises.”’ 

There was an interesting deed drawn up and re- 
corded on December 26, 1852 on one of our houses 
which was confiscated for a debt of $20,000.00 owed 
to a pork dealer. Cincinnati was often referred to as 
‘‘Porkopolis”’ at that time. Miss Nora Haley took 
title to this piece of property on October 26, 1910. 

It is interesting to note that in 1846 when Mr. Henry 
Olmstead was owner of our other piece of property, 
he sold it to Josiah Lawrence, saying “‘he wished to 
sell because he wanted to withdraw himself from the 
temptations and hazards of business, and at the 
same time he was anxious to provide for his wife and 
children”. Mr. Michael Mullen took title to this 
property on January 12, 1917. 

Let us walk across Fourth Street east, leaving the 
noise and strife of a busy city at Broadway. Ap- 
proaching Lawrence Street an impressive bronze 
statue of Abraham Lincoln greets you at the entrance 
to Lytle Park. This bronze statue has, of course, 
turned green with age. It was done by George Grey 
Barnard, sculptor, and was presented to the City 
of Cincinnati by Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Taft 
March 31, 1917. 

Walking on through the Park you will see a bronze 
plaque dedicated to Corporal Merrill Laws Ricketts, 
XVIII Company V Regiment, United States Ma- 
rines, by Benjamin Merrill Ricketts, M.D. 1921. The 
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other side of this memorial reads: ‘‘In honor of the 
United States Marine Corps and the Marines of 
Hamilton County, who made the supreme sacrifice 
in the World War.”’ A long list of names follows. 

You will see several bronze markers which read 
“In memory of Michael Mullen” erected by the 
Park Board of the City of Cincinnati. You no 
doubt have seen the bandstand in the same park. 
On this is a profile of Michael Mullen done on a 
bronze plaque which reads :—‘‘Erected to the memory 
of Michael Mullen’. Presented by his many loyal 
friends—‘‘The Michael Mullen Memorial Commit- 
tee’. On either side of this plaque you will read:— 
“He fed the hungry, he sheltered the homeless, he 
also was Councilman, represented this Ward, Friend, 
loyal, generous, charitable.”’ 

From this bandstand one can see a swimming pool 
that is a haven for the children that live in this 
neighborhood. As you drive east over Third Street, 
during the summer months, the stillness of this area 
is broken with the shrill, happy voices of little chil- 
dren—a paradise for these little ones, where they 
enjoy respite from summer’s heat. 

And at Christmas time this park is visited by old 
and young where every year since 1939 Cincinnatians 
have come to relive the age old Christmas scene, 
depicting the Infant Jesus in the crib of the Nativity; 
the Shrine is quite authentic—the logs are hand- 
hewn and are more than 100 years old, being used 
with a straw thatched roof, to add to the homely 
charm of the stable. 

_ Alife-size figure of the Infant Child, Mother Mary, 
and St. Joseph are inside. Wandering around this 
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setting one will see sheep, oxen and donkeys, who 
seem quite at home even though they have been 
temporarily placed in a strange environment. The 
visitor could easily imagine for the moment that he 
was in Bethlehem. 

Mr. Charles F. Williams inaugurated this happy 
custom in 1939, and it is still carried on by the 
Western & Southern Life Insurance Company. 

Crossing Lytle Street you will find benches to 
welcome the weary visitor in a beautifully land- 
scaped park. Flowers of every color and hue border 
the walk that takes you through the center of the 
park to Pike Street, where Fourth Street begins. 
It is here that the lovely old Charles Phelps Taft 
home stands, now known as the Taft Museum. 
This imposing home was built in 1819 by Martin 
Baum, Alsatian born, a merchant and manufacturer, 
and Cincinnati’s first wealthy citizen. This house is 
preserved in all of its majestic beauty, age old 
Sycamore trees, formal spacious gardens, well cared 
for lawn, and ivy edged driveway, welcoming visitors 
who are interested in seeing and reliving the early 
days of Cincinnati, in perhaps, the only magnificent 
old mansion intact in the Queen City. 

It is of interest too, that Stephen Foster lived in 
this historic environment, living in a home where 
the Guilford School now stands. He was a clerk in 
a steamboat office, at Number 4, Cassily’s Row on the 
Waterfront. Some of his famous songs were written 
while he lived in our neighborhood—‘“‘Oh Susanna’”’ 
was written in 1848, “Nelly Was a Lady” in 1849, 
and ‘“‘Camptown Races” in 1859. His other unfor- 
gettable songs are ‘‘My Old Kentucky Home’’, ‘“‘Old 
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Black Joe’’, ““Beautiful Dreamer’’, ‘“‘Jeannie With the 
Light Brown Hair’, “Old Folks at Home’’, and 
“Way Down South Upon the Swanee River’’. He 
wrote many, many folk songs, too numerous to 
mention. 

It is in this historic, peaceful neighborhood that our 
two Victorian houses are located, our Clubhouse 
overlooking this flower bedecked park, and just a 
few steps from the Charles Phelps Taft home on 
Pike Street. The Phelps Town House adjoins our 
property to the west. Can you imagine a more 
perfect setting for our Clubhouse? 

We decided to give a series of card parties at the 
Club to reduce the debt and you may remember the 
“Evenings of Nonsense’’, with admission of 50¢, 
for this purpose. We were continuing with our money- 
making projects. A Pastry Sale was sponsored in 
April of 1924 at 135 East Fourth Street which netted 
$795.87. As one might know, all of this represented 
considerable effort. 

A vote of thanks was given to Mrs. Frederick W. 
Hinkle who had served two terms as our President 
at a crucial time. Our first home had just been 
purchased, and with it a responsibility to face with 
all that accompanies the acquisition of property. 
All of this was accomplished in a very efficient man- 
ner. Mrs. Hinkle was truly a great leader, a regal 
woman! 

The work for our club was zealously furthered 
under the efficient leadership of Mrs. Richard K. 
LeBlond. An Italian Garden Party was held at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. R. K. LeBlond on July 6 and 
7th, 1924. Miss Zita Fallon reported the proceeds 
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from this lovely affair was $3,313.74. With this sum, 
the debt on our first building was cancelled. 

Many money-making affairs continued to be given. 
Mrs. Clara Pressler reported that $2,632.00 was 
realized from the Zoo Fete, another benefit netted 
$1,753.00—the result of a Rummage Sale at which 
sixty of our members volunteered their services to 
make it a success. 

It was in July of this year that Mrs. Frederick W, 
Hinkle received an honorary degree from St. Xavier 
College. 

In October of 1924, 2450 cards were mailed to our 
members—a splendid membership, and one that we 
might emulate, all enthusiastic club-minded women. 
A magazine was published monthly at this time and 
sent to all the members of our Club and to the 
clergy. It was nicely compiled and was a welcome 
addition to any member’s library table. It was 
known as ‘‘The Catholic Women’s News.”’ 

Mrs. R. K. LeBlond was responsible for the No- 
vember 1924 ‘‘Kirmess’’, a musical extravaganza, 
the title—‘‘Stepping Out’’. It was presented for 
three performances in Emery Auditorium, and was 
given for the benefit of a new addition to our Club 
House, a non-profit, residence for business women 
and girls of Cincinnati. This was sponsored by the 


Catholic Women’s Association, of which Mrs. R. K. 


LeBlond was President. The ‘‘Kirmess” was the 
largest ever directed by Miss Lila Agnew Stewart of 
New York who had 550 persons in the cast, without 
the principals. 

Miss Marie Houston sang the role of ‘‘Kashmiri”’ 
the slave. Miss Lillian Weiss took the part of a 
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slave and led the march in the Egyptian scene, with 
her prize Russian wolfhound “Lady Duchesse Olga 
Romanoff’’. Little Catherine Ackerman was one of 
the Egyptian dancers. ‘“‘King Tut’ and his consort 
“Queen Emkhasnopaaton” were portrayed by Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel M. Heekin. Miss Zita Fallon was 
seen with ‘‘Marc Antony” who in real life was 
Jerome Moorman. Elmer Conway was the Mandarin, 
‘*Li-Chi-Foo,”’ who played a game of ‘‘Mah Jongg” 
with living images. 

Two hundred patrons responded in the amounts of 
$5.00 to $25.00. John J. Fleming was the soloist 
for this production, having seventy-five voices in 
the chorus. The net profit realized from this project 
was $6,608.97. It was to take care of the financial 
demands of the building for the year. 

It would be stimulating for our membership to 
plan such an affair at this time. We have talent 
among our members latent talent, which should be 
developed. There is so much satisfaction in accom- 
plishment, and one only needs talk to some of the 
cast of the 1924 ‘‘Kirmess”’ to find that it was fun 
and an unforgettable experience. Let us plan a 1959 
“‘Kirmess’’. | 

With all of our other interests, our civic and chari- 
table work continued. Mrs. Henry Frey worked on 
Better Films, while Mrs. F. F. Mackentepe centered 
her attention on the Vocational League, and 
Mrs. Aloysius Hume worked for the Adult Deaf. 
Reports were made on surgical dressings—266 gar- 
ments had been made by two members at the Good 
Samaritan Hospital, while two members gave 72 
hours to sewing classes at the Kenton Welfare Center 
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Mother’s Club. We were still interested in and help- 
ing the Travelers’ Aid. Mrs. Si P. Egan, Needlework 
Guild Chairman, explained the distribution of gar- 
ments as follows: 15% to Catholic organizations, 
15% to Jewish, and 704 to Protestant organizations. 

Mrs. Henry Gau of the Sunshine Committee 
reported that plans had been completed for some 
entertainment for the members every Sunday after- 
noon from two to four o’clock. 

Our members continued their interest in civic 
affairs. A group from our Club attended a meeting 
where the subject of cleaner food markets was dis- 
cussed. Another meeting was held at this time for 
the purpose of discussing the elimination of railroad 
crossings and the placing of watchmen at dangerous 
crossings. A motor corps was started under the 
Americanization Department, and in this way assist- 
ance was given to the Community House. 

Our Chairman of Legislation reported that there 
were eleven organizations opposing the passage of 
Equal Rights. Miss Anna DuBrul was responsible 
for the letters that were sent to the State Senators, 
stating our stand on the issue. It was in September 
of this year that our Association sent a telegram of 
sympathy to President and Mrs. Calvin Coolidge in 
the loss of their son. 

Our Legislative Chairman, Miss Anna DuBrul, 
represented our Association at the Convention of the 
National Council of Catholic Women held in St. 
Louis on November 9th to 12th. There were six 
representatives from our Club attending this conven- 
tion. Mrs. Mackentepe spoke of the maintenance of 
the National Catholic Service School and the Girl’s 
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Welfare Council Homes, stating that they would 
like a uniform name for these schools so that they 
would be known everywhere just as the Y.W.C.A. 
was known. | 

Mrs. Herman Hoppe attended the Council of Club 
Presidents held on November 5th at the Cincinnati 
Women’s Club, and two new committees were added 
to the Cincinnati Better Motion Picture Committee, 
the first to keep on file at the Public Library all films 
received, second a committee on better music and 
picture houses. 

A communication from the Board of County Com- 
missioners asking for representatives to attend a 
meeting with regard to the county operating the 
Cincinnati General Hospital was received. Dr. Crotty 
and Dr. Hocker attended this meeting and reported 
approval of the action. They were appointed to 
represent our organization in the Public Health 
Federation. 

His Grace Archbishop Henry Moeller passed away. 
Resolutions were drawn up and adopted. A Requiem 
Mass was sung for His Grace on January 21, 1925. 
Our Chaplain Father Wagner officiated. 

At this time Mrs. James A. Ridgely was appointed 
to organize Mother’s Clubs and to assist them and 
work toward the organization of a Federation of 
Mother’s Clubs. 

A Bake Sale held at the Gibson Hotel on Janu- 
ary 30th and 31st netted $683.75. A great deal of 
planning and work made this possible. Mrs. Robert 
McEvilley and her committee were congratulated 
-on the success of their sale. 

Mrs. R. K. LeBlond accepted the office of Presi- 
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dent for a second term, and one of her first announce- 
ments was that a payment of $5,000.00 was made 
on the second building. A vote of thanks was given 
to Mrs. LeBlond for her generosity, especially of 
time and effort in behalf of our organization. 

The new committees this year were Civic, Friend- 
ship, Sewing and Finance. Mrs. Lackner was in 
charge of the Friendship Sewing Circle. Any mem- 
ber might join in the making of vestments for poor 
Churches, renovating the linens of the Clubhouse, 
and such other articles as were needed. A fee was 
paid by each member to provide a fund for the 
purchase of new materials. 

There was a Garden Party held at the home of 
Mrs. George McDonald in Wyoming in May of this 
year for the benefit of St. Rita’s School for the Deaf. 
Our members will also well remember the organ 
Tecitals which were held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. K. LeBlond on Wednesday evenings during the 
month of June. Two hundred guests attended each 
of these musicals. The beautiful rose gardens were 
an added attraction—‘‘Broadview Manor” was in- 
deed a lovely picture in June. 

We will go on, the time—October 1925, with 
Mrs. Richard K. LeBlond presiding. You will re- 
member that Mrs. James A. Ridgely had been ap- 
pointed to organize the Parent Teacher’s Associa- 
tions. In this short time she had seventeen flourishing 
groups to her credit, with Mrs. Anthony Dunlap as 
the very capable President of the Catholic Federa- 
tion in our City. 

His Grace Archbishop McNicholas was asked to 
‘meet our members. Father Wagner advised the 
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Board concerning the requirements proper for the 
occasion of His Grace’s visit, and we arranged for a 
throne for him. A musical program was planned for 
the evening reception by Mrs. R. K. LeBlond. 

It was in November of 1925 that Mrs. Frederick E. 
Mackentepe was appointed official delegate to the 
National Council of Catholic Women’s Convention 
in Washington to represent our Association. Mrs. R. 
K. LeBlond and Miss Gertrude Shiels, our Secretary, 
also attended this meeting in the interest of our Club. 
Mrs. LeBlond took charts with her to be placed upon 
display, showing the variety of work in which our 
Association was interested. I am quite sure that 
these capable, club-minded women must have felt a 
sense of accomplishment and pride in what they had 
to offer the National Council of Catholic Women. 
Perhaps in their humble manner they felt that there 
was much for them to bring back to their own Club. 

We participated in various civic activities as usual 
this year, and had a speaker on the Proportional 
System. We entertained 240 of the Adult Deaf 
group, and a letter was written to the City Budget 
Committee urging that arrangements be made to 
have more traffic officers assist school children at 
crossings. 

Miss Zita Fallon, Chairman of Junior Service, 
announced that luncheon would be served after their 
meeting on November 2nd, and that members of the 
Club were asked to have their luncheon at the Club- 
house on that day. The charge of 75¢ would cover 
the cost of the luncheon and it was hoped that a 
‘little profit might be realized. 

The Junior Service presented the ‘“‘Wizard of Oz” 
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on December 11th and 12th, and gave seventy-five 
tickets to the Catholic orphanages. Mrs. LeBlond 
furnished bus transportation for these children and 
had the Civic Committee accompany them. 
Mrs. Lackner arranged to have the “‘Little Flower’’ 
class of one hundred and fifty children see this per- 
formance also. 

Mrs. Frank A. Hoffman reported that the Rum- 
mage Sale had netted $1086.90; if you have worked 
at a rummage sale you know that that sum represents 
a lot of combined effort. 

It was in the Fall of 1925 that the Women’s City 
Club opened their Clubhouse on East Fourth Street, 
and our Club sent flowers in honor of the occasion. 

We were beginning our tenth year of progressive 
work and we were indeed grateful for having Mrs. R. 
K. LeBlond as our leader and inspiration. Our 
money-making projects continued. Mrs. J. M. 
Manley sponsored a Bake Sale which netted $429.00. 
The Quehl Sign Company very kindly donated a 
sign advertising our project. We seemed to have 
cooperation in everything we undertook. A benefit 
performance was quite successful—Frank Craven’s 
play “‘New Broom” was well attended and the affair 
netted us $1145.13. The Junior Service assisted the 
committee in the sale of candy. 

Progress continued in the Parent-Teachers Clubs, 
sewing continued for the Good Samaritan Hospital, 
as well as the Kenton Welfare Center. We were also 
busy making surgical dressings for St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, and at the same time our work was going on 
at the Good Shepherd Convent, and the Traveler’s 
Aid was being assisted, along with our work at 
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Longview Hospital. With all of these activities one 
would wonder how our members found so much 
time for their fund-raising projects; Mrs. James 
Ridgely reported that she had realized $800.00 from 
a Card Party, which she had sponsored. 

Mrs. F. W. Hinkle gave us an interesting account 
of the International Congress of Catholic Women 
which was held in Rome. The sessions were presided 
over by Cardinal Merry Del Val. 

It was in March of 1926 that Father Anthony, 
pastor of the Cathedral, spoke of the desire of the 
Archbishop to bring a group of Sisters to Cincinnati 
who nursed the sick poor in their own homes. They 
were the Dominican Sisters of the Sick Poor. It was 
explained that there was a great need for this type 
of relief for the poor of our city, that their work would 
fit well into the scheme of our charities. We were 
ready to welcome them with open arms and made 
plans at once for a large Card Party which was held 
at the Hotel Sinton on April 16, 1926. The proceeds 
from this party were used to furnish a home for the 
good Sisters. 

Our Club at this time sent greetings to His Grace 
Archbishop McNicholas, adding that we deemed it 
a great honor and privilege to inform him of his 
Honorary Membership in our Association. 

At our Annual Meeting in May of 1926 our Presi- 
dent, Mrs. R. K. LeBlond, was good enough to 
accept the presidency of our Club for another year, 
knowing that there was still much to be done. 

_ Upon a request from the Holy Name Union, our 
Club introduced a resolution favoring a City Ordi- 
nance to have all mercantile stores close from twelve 
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noon until three o’clock on Good Friday. 

Sister Mary, Superior at the Good Samaritan 
Hospital, invited our members to visit the hospital 
and meet the Sisters. No doubt there was much 
reminiscing—how much had happened in the past 
ten years! I am sure that we had proven ourselves 
worthy of the helping hand that they had given us 
in our infancy. 

It was unfortunate that the weather was not 
favorable for our April Rummage Sale, but in spite 
of the inclemency we netted $1020.00 from our work. 

Mrs. R. K. LeBlond reviewed the work of the past 
year at our May meeting. At that time we were 
accommodating thirty-five business or professional 
women and the Association was self-sustaining. These 
women were, as they are today, provided with very 
desirable living quarters, enjoying a “home away 
from home’’. The kitchen was at their disposal as 
was the Madonna Room, where they welcomed their 
guests. They were furnished maid service, all of this 
for a nominal charge; the original idea being that it 
should not be a money-making project. 

We were able to pay $19,000.00 on our debt this 
past year, incurred by the purchase of the two houses, 
After paying $19,000.00 on our obligation, our debt 
was then reduced to $35,000.00. In other words, 
$55,000.00 had been cancelled and all of this taking 
place since February of 1923. That was indeed an 
accomplishment and we owed much to our capable 
President, Mrs. R. K. LeBlond. It was her splendid 
and efficient leadership, coupled with a cooperative 
Board, not forgetting our loyal members, that made 
all of this possible. | 
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It was at this time that the “Thrift Shop” idea 
was introduced. It was explained that it was a 
continuous “Rummage Sale’, where only clean 
clothing and usable articles were to be sold. The 
shop was managed by a paid manager, and the sales 
people were members of the Club who were divided 
into Committees called ‘“‘Twigs’’, who were to serve 
for a week at a time. Rivalry between them, the 
“Twigs”, helped to make it interesting and thereby 
increased receipts. Our “Thrift Shop’”’ had its incep- 
tion in October of 1926. The executive office of the 
association was moved to the Shop at 411 Sycamore 
Street, becoming the headquarters for all of the 
Club’s business ventures, that is, the Catholic 
Women’s News, the Thrift Shop, and the Executive 
Office. All of these being together minimized the 
work and effort for everyone, and at the same time 
reduced our overhead. The Sisters of the Poor of 
St. Francis were the beneficiaries of the Thrift Shop. 
This project—the Thrift Shop—was founded by 
Mrs. James A. Ridgely and Mrs. Richard K. LeBlond 
with Mrs. Andrew Rohan as their capable assistant. 
It was in 1945-1946 when Miss Elizabeth Dolle was 
President and Mrs. Thomas Tully, first Vice- 
President, that Mrs. Tully was appointed Chairman 
of the shop. Realizing that this was a huge under- 
taking and that she could not handle it single handed, 
Mrs. Tully appointed thirty-five of the Thrift Shop 
members to assist her. Each one was responsible for 
collections from a given neighborhood. This group 
was to meet for luncheon at specified times at the 
_members’ homes or at a Country Club, the entrance 
fee was a number of pounds of “loot”? which was 
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actually weighed in. The one with the “heaviest” 
loot was given a prize. To add interest Mrs. Alphonse 
Woltering suggested that the hats and dresses should 
be modeled. This created interest in these parties. 
During Mrs. Tully’s term on the Board of the Thrift 
Shop about $42,000.00 was realized as profit. 

We are entering a New Year, one in which much 
more was to be accomplished. Plans were drawn for 
the addition to our Clubhouse. We had Mrs. R. K. 
LeBlond to guide and inspire us through this huge 
undertaking. We were told that it would be necessary 
to raise one half of the required amount by subscrip- 
tion, in order to borrow the remaining half. Mrs. Wil- 
liam H. Albers was named Chairman of this com- 
mittee with Dr. Nora Crotty and Mrs. Clara Pressler 
as her co-chairman. 

A special ‘‘called’’ meeting of the Cincinnati Catho- 
lic Women’s Association was held in the auditorium 
of the Western & Southern Life Insurance Company 
on February 3, 1927. Mr. Charles Williams very 
graciously offered us the use of the auditorium for 
this meeting, as he had for so many other meetings. 
Mrs. R. K. LeBlond presided and explained that the 
cause for the call was the presentation to the Asso- 
ciation of the project to build on the rear of the two 
lots which the Association at present owned, 516 and 
518 East Fourth Street. The growing demands of 
the Association were such that an auditorium or 
meeting place was becoming a more pressing neces- 
sity, and to meet this demand, and looking forward 
to the future of the Association, it was proposed to 
build an auditorium, including a gymnasium, which 
would give us additional rooming quarters also. 
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Mrs. LeBlond reviewed the life of the Association 
from its birth, just seven years ago, and its very 
auspicious beginning under the leadership of Mrs. 
Frederick E. Mackentepe, the work that followed, 
and the growth and success that came during 
Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle’s regime, down tothat time. 
We had a flourishing Club with 3000 members. She 
reported how the purchase of the Clubhouse at 
516 East Fourth Street for $35,000.00 had been 
followed a year later by the purchase of the property 
at 518 East Fourth Street for a sum of $55,000.00. 
With the remodeling of both properties, there was a 
present debt of but $32,000.00. Our Chairman 
considered that a fine record to the glory of the 
Catholic Women of Cincinnati. We had proven that 
through the force of individual effort great things 
could be done. We are sometimes prone to think 
that the small work done by each of us might be 
unnoticed, but it was proven that by each one doing 
her bit, great things can be accomplished. 

Mrs. F. W. Hinkle, then suggested that we start a 
campaign to raise $100,000.00 to be used for building 
along the lines suggested. Mrs. William H. Albers, 
Chairman of this drive, read the plans which had 
been adopted for districting the City, and a Chair- 
man was appointed for each locality. Mrs. Albers 
announced that the first luncheon of the drive would 
be held at the Sinton Hotel on February 10, 1927. 
Our drive chairman explained that $25,000.00 would 
be given, providing the Committee raised $14,000.00 
during the first week. 

Mrs. LeBlond announced that our annual Theatre 
Party January 24, 1927 met with artistic and financial 
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success. The play ‘‘Craig’s Wife’? was a complete 
sellout, the net profit was $1467.28. 

Miss Mary Higginson spoke of a dream of a mem- 
bership of 10,000 and said that she did not believe 
it was a “‘wild”’ one since His Grace had such exten- 
sive plans for us. At this time the publicity of the 
Club was placed in the hands of Mr. Earl Winter. 

Mrs. LeBlond announced on April 6, 1927 that 
the debt on our two houses, No. 516 and No. 518 
East Fourth Street was ‘“‘paid in full’. This was 
indeed a real accomplishment. It represented years 
of intensive work and combined effort. But we were 
not through working, we must now concentrate on 
our latest project—the Auditorium, we will forge 
ahead. And with all of our plans for the new addi- 
tion, we had time to think of others less fortunate 
than ourselves, and our helping hand reached out to 
the Mississippi flood sufferers—-we sent $100.00 to 
the Red Cross Flood Relief Fund. 

Mrs. Joseph Lackner, Chairman of the Friendship 
Sewing Circle gave an interesting report of the work 
done during the past year. They made 301 articles 
for church use including 16 albs, 121 priests’ sur- 
plices, 20 servers’ surplices, 5 dozen amices and 
12 cinctures. 

The work of the Little Flower class was reported 
on by Mrs. Joseph Lackner also. This committee 
consisted of Mrs. Lackner and her daughter, Miss 
Edith Lackner. They supplied 21 children with 
school shoes, paid for seven operations, expended 
$510.00 in keeping families together, made 19 con- 
verts (one Jewish child). There were fourteen older 
children enrolled in Ukelele Clubs under the direc- 
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tion of Mr. Williams. Choral singing was taught to 
the children and a picnic was arranged for them at 
the end of the season. They had a total enrollment 
of 164 children. The amount expended by Mrs. 
Lackner for materials for the Friendly Sewing Circle 
and for the work of the Little Flower class was 
$6015.00 for the year. 

It is interesting to know just what was done for 
the Little Flower class by Mrs. Lackner and her 
daughter, who were assisted by a committee of willing 
workers. First, it was an instruction class for these 
children from the basin of the city. They were given 
a bath every Saturday morning when they arrived, 
their undergarments were marked and sent to the 
laundry, fresh garments were put on them, and then 
they were ready for instruction. Following this they 
were given a hearty meal, prepared right there by 
Mrs. Lackner and her committee. A well equipped 
kitchen had been set up in the gymnasium by 
Mrs. Lackner for this purpose. The money and effort 
put forth by her was not in vain. These little ones 
enjoyed their day to such an extent that they were 
at the door of the Clubhouse long before the ap- 
pointed time, and from this group Mrs. Lackner 
has four nuns to her credit. Let us not forget her! 

During the season of 1926-1927 the reception com- 
mittee served tea after the business meetings. The 
cake as well as the floral decorations for the tea were 
donated by the committee. 

Good luck seemed to continue to come our way, 
or did we go out to meet it? In less than six months 
it was announced that one fourth of the subscriptions 
of the ‘‘drive’’ for our new addition were paid. 
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Mrs. LeBlond, our Chairman, was most grateful to 
Mr. Earl Winter, who, as special writer for the 
‘drive’, had conducted all the publicity in connec- 
tion with the campaign. The four newspapers were 
included in Mrs. LeBlond’s gratitude for they had 
cooperated to help make our project a success. 

At the October 1927 meeting our President an- 
nounced that our association had suffered a tragic 
loss in the sudden death of Miss Mary Higginson, 
and asked the Committee on Resolutions, previously 
appointed by the President, to report. The following 
was Offered: 

‘‘Whereas God in His infinite wisdom has seen fit 
to call to Himself our beloved member, Miss Mary 
Higginson, 

Whereas, Mary Higginson was a Charter Member 
of this Association, a member of the Board of 
Trustees for almost three years, and our Auditor, a 
woman of most unusual character who took a vital 
interest in the Association’s many activities, giving 
generously of her time and strength; her mature 
judgment helping much in forming the Association 
into its present splendid organization; her charming 
personality and loving qualities endeared her to 
those who knew her and her loss left a void, which 
will not soon be filled. Now therefore: Be it resolved 
that this Association adopt resolutions of sympathy 
and that this recommendation be spread upon the 
minutes of the Association and a copy bes sent to the 
bereaved family.” 

Nora Crotty 
Mary Walsh 
(Chairman) Minnie Hoppe 
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A letter was sent to Mr. DeWitt Balch, conveying 
the appreciation of the Association to him for the 
services he rendered in the preparation of the mort- 
gage, deeds and other legal papers. 

Dr. Crotty reported for the House Committee 
that since October 10th, three hundred dinners had 
been served in the Clubhouse and that a special 
dinner would be served on Thanksgiving Day at a 
charge of $1.50, for which it would be necessary to 
make reservations in advance. 

The Junior Service reported that $100.00 had been 
realized from the sale of magazines in the hotels, 
and this sum was turned over to the parent club. 


In December of 1927 our President, Mrs. LeBlond, 
read an interesting report from the Thrift Shop 
Committee which had at that time voted $3,000.00 
from its profits. The Association received $1,500.00 
of this amount, and the Sisters of St. Francis received 
the same sum. Also at this time the Catholic Women’s 
Magazine deposited $3,000.00 in the bank to the 
credit of the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Asso- 
ciation. 

Our Chairman, Mrs. R. K. LeBlond, announced in 
December 1927 that as yet the Association had not 
found it necessary to borrow funds for the new 
addition; that the ‘pledges’ secured during the 
“‘drive’’ had reached the extremely gratifying figure 
of $59,000.00, paid in. She also set the date of the 
laying of the cornerstone for December lst, 1927. 
Plans went ahead on schedule and it was on Decem- 
ber 1st, 1927 that the ‘‘Cornerstone’’ ceremonies 
took place. 

During this ceremony, a box was deposited in the 
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‘Stone’, which contained copies of the four local 
newspapers, the Catholic Telegraph, the Compass, 
the Catholic Women’s News and a history of the 
Association from its inception, to the present day, 
which had been compiled by Mrs. Peter Faulkner. 

Those who were present for this occasion were :— 
Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe, Reverend R. Mar- 
cellus Wagner, Chaplain, Mesdames W. H. Albers, 
E. M: Ballard, M. J: Costigan, H!’ F? Gau, Het: 
Hendy, Francis Healey, Daniel M. Heekin, Joseph V. 
Hysam, Joseph Hummel, Jr.. H. H. Hoffman, 
Charles E. McCarthy, C. Arthur Reynolds, Andrew 
Rohan, Peter J. Faulkner, W. Y. Cartwright, James 
L. Leonard; Misses Loretta Quill, Gertrude Shiels, 
Mary Walsh, Anna J. Williams, and John Zettel, 
the Architect. 

Our work continued as usual for the Good Samari- 
tan Hospital and the Good Shepherd Convent where 
a Christmas Party was given for 183 children. Our 
Civic projects, too, were given their share of atten- 
tion. Our Chairman of the Longview work reported 
that the Training Department had increased and 
that it was hoped we could put on a full time gym- 
nasium teacher. At this time our Association pro- 
tested to the Senate and the House against a cut in 
the appropriation for this type of work, as the 
contemplated improvements, so badly needed at 
Longview, would be seriously impaired. 

Mrs. Si P. Egan attended the National Convention 
of the Needlework Guild at Philadelphia and re- 
ported that Cincinnati had one of the best reports 
submitted. The Junior Service reports showed that 
their activities were increasing and that it was in 
its usual flourishing condition. 
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We are beginning another year of cultural, chari- 
table and civic work, with our “guardian angel”’ 
Mrs. R. K. LeBlond, in the chair for the fifth year, 
yes, five years of intensive work and progress. 

About this time the Mexicans were experiencing 
religious persecution and we expressed ourselves to 
the proper authorities in Washington concerning this. 

We formed classes in ‘‘Diction’”’ under Miss Helen 
Hinkle’s direction, and classes in dressmaking were 
quite popular, in fact the handiwork of our members 
was shown at a Style Show in our Tea Room—it is 
interesting to note here that we had the idea of a 
“Fashion Show”’ thirty years ago! 

It was in February of 1928 that His Grace Arch- 
bishop McNicholas asked our Catholic Women of 
the city and diocese to acquaint themselves more 
thoroughly on civic and political matters, and asked 
them to take a more active and interested part than 
they had been taking in such matters. His Grace 
suggested a course of lectures on topics of this 
nature, and these were tied in with our Social Service 
lectures. 

Mrs. James Ridgely reported that $1365.75 was 
netted from the Theatre Party which our Club had 
sponsored. The show “Tommy” had been quite a 
success both socially and financially. 

At the May meeting of the Junior Service it was 
reported that thirty-five members were enrolled, 
with fifteen actively participating. A diversity of 
interest was represented by these young women, 
with a record of effort and accomplishment for work 
‘well done, suprisingly great, considering the small 
number active in this group. 
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It is worth noting here that our membership was 
growing by leaps and bounds, every month brought 
a long list of new names and each and every one of 
our new members was written a note of “‘welcome’’. 

Dear Mrs. Gau continued her Sunday Teas, each 
month. She gave us a program consisting of talent 
from the College of Music, the Conservatory of 
Music, the Mt. Auburn Musical Society, or we 
enjoyed a program which our very own members 
provided. These exceptional concerts were enjoyed 
by capacity audiences. Mrs. Henry Gau was assisted 
by Mrs. Joseph Ryan, Mrs. Martin Dumler, Mrs. Ad- 
olph Hahn, Mrs. Ida Jenner and Miss Eleanor 
Wenning. 

Our President announced at this time that the 
Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Catholic Hospital 
Association was to be held in Cincinnati on June 18th 
to the 21st, that our Association had been asked to 
assist in the canvass of institutions. The matter 
of housing some 2000 visitors, of which 1200 were 
Sisters, who attended the conferences, was put into 
the hands of the proper Committees at once. This 
was well organized and each and every visitor was 
provided for, which proves the old adage—‘‘that 
where there is heart room, there is hearth room!”’ 

Our gracious Chairman, Mrs. R. K. LeBlond, 
announced at our annual meeting in May of 1928 
that one year after the “‘drive’”’ for our new addition, 
$71,000.00 had been paid in. Surely that was a 
record in ‘‘drive’’? accomplishment. But how can 
one help but have results from wholehearted effort— 
we were one and we had a common goal for ante 
we were all striving. 
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For instance, Mrs. James Ridgely, Chairman of 
Entertainment, reported a gift to the Association of 
$2032.25, of this amount $627.50 was the profit from 
a Card Party and $1404.75 was the net sum from a 
Theatre Party. The Magazine turned over $3033.00 
to the Club, as you may realize that represented a 
lot of work done in securing advertisements. The 
returns from a party at the Zoo this year were 
$598.55. 

It is easy to see that growth and success attended 
every feature of our work, and the fine spirit of our 
members insuréd a future of even greater accomplish- 
ment. 

Mrs. R. K. LeBlond presided at a special meeting 
of the Board of Trustees on August Ist, called for 
the purpose of borrowing an additional $35,000.00 
on the 516 and 518 East Fourth Street properties 
of the Association. Mrs. LeBlond gave a short 
financial report stating that $113,000.00 had been 
paid on the addition to date, that a sum of about 
$23,000.00 was still outstanding on pledges, these 
having extended over a period of three years. It was 
decided to place an additional mortgage of $35,000.00 
to complete the payments on the building. 

The dedication of the new building took place on 
Sunday, October 28, 1928. His Grace, Archbishop 
MeNicholas officiated. Miss Bertha Bauer took 
charge of the musical program. Invitations were 
sent to all of our members and to all of the City 
Clubs. Many beautiful flowers were received by the 
Club for this auspicious occasion, and Mrs. LeBlond 
was anxious to have the capacity of the Auditorium 
taxed for this special event. May I add that she was 
not disappointed. 
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The Board of Trustees voted unanimously that 
the Auditorium of the Club be called ‘“‘LeBlond 
Auditorium” in recognition of the generosity of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. K. LeBlond. As you enter the 
Auditorium you will see on the wall to the left a 
bronze plaque which reads: 

To 
Mrs. RICHARD KNIGHT LE BLOND 
this tablet is 
dedicated by the 
Board of Trustees 
for 1928-1929 
in recognition 
of her untiring 
zeal and devotion 
which have made 
this building 
possible. 

It was Mrs. William H. Albers’ well planned ‘‘drive”’ 
for funds, for our addition, coupled with Mrs. R. K. 
LeBlond’s leadership in furthering Mrs. Albers’ 
project that made our new addition a reality. To 
Mrs. William H. Albers and Mrs. R. K. LeBlond, 
we are most grateful. 

The first meeting held in our new Auditorium was 
on Saturday, October 13, 1928 at 2:00 p.m. You 
may imagine the satisfaction our founders experienced 
when they saw their dream a reality. 

Mrs. R. K. LeBlond, our President, was chosen 
Archdiocesan Representative of the National Council 
of Catholic Women for their meeting which was held 
in Cleveland, Ohio on October 7 to 10, 1928. Miss 
Gertrude Shiels acted as a delegate to the convention. 
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Our civic interests continued—our members were 
alerted to watch for any legislation, especially con- 
cerning education. Miss Irene Sullivan gave us an 
interesting report on the Civic and Vocational 
League. She had visited the Council Chambers and 
witnessed some six hundred boys and girls take the 
Athenian oath, which is a youth’s declaration of 
allegiance to his city and government. 

January 1, 1929 was a special New Year’s Day 
for our Catholic Women. It was just six years since 
we purchased our first building, and so much had 
been accomplished since then. We had Mrs. R. K. 
LeBlond guiding us, we were following her leader- 
ship, emulating her zeal and devotion, supporting 
her in everything she undertook. Because of this 
we owned two lovely Victorian houses and we had 
beautiful ““LeBlond Auditorium’’. In addition to the 
Auditorium we had a gymnasium and additional 
rooms, giving us a total of fifty-six rooms. All of 
this stemmed from our ‘“‘War Time Knitting Group’’. 
Our founders, Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe, Mrs. 
Frederick W. Hinkle and Mrs. Richard K. LeBlond 
cradled their project as though it were a baby. After 
the completion of the Auditorium they felt, I imagine, 
that their task was finished, that now “‘it’’ could walk 
alone. I am sure that each and every one of us will 
make a firm promise never to disappoint them. 

It was at the January meeting 1929 that our Club 
made application for membership in the Association 
being formed by the local Women’s Clubs, to sponsor 
and assist, the ‘‘Shop for the Handicapped’. 

Our Catholic Women’s News Publishing Company 
contributed $5000.00 to our Association at this time, 
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for which we were most grateful. Mrs. LeBlond 
gave a very interesting account of our financial 
standing, giving the Association the very happy news 
that we had been able to pay off three of our notes 
with the Western and Southern Life Insurance Com- 
pany, thus cutting down our indebtedness; likewise 
our interest account was lessened and we were placed 
in the comfortable position of not being obliged to 
meet any notes until 1932. 

Our Bible Study Class was well attended, with 
Mrs. Charles E. McCarthy in charge; a class.of 
Parliamentary Practice was formed under Mrs. Low- 
enstein’s direction. 

We acknowledged a Christmas gift of $1000.00 
from the Thrift Shop and $1000.00 was given to 
St. Francis Hospital. It was the combination of 
efficient management and the unceasing zeal of the 
contributors of material that had mace the Thrift 
Shop such a success. 

We inaugurated a new idea for our Easter Tea 
this year—it was a ‘“‘Poetry Tea’’ and proved quite a 
SUCCESS. 

It was at our Annual Meeting in May of 1929 that 
Mrs. Charles E. McCarthy took office as President. 
She was well equipped to carry on our work, having 
taken an active part in the work of many of our 
Committees. She was a representative, gracious 
woman. 

As we go down through the years we organized 
many sewing groups. Mrs. Henry Gau’s group met 
in the sewing room of the Club every Friday. This 
sewing circle clothed individual families who were 
cared for by the Catholic Charities. During Lent, 
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First Communion dresses and boys’ blouses were 
made. Money was contributed for shoes, boys cloth- 
ing, and rosaries. These complete outfits were given 
to the Cathedral, the Kenton Street Italian Welfare, 
and the Catholic Charities. This circle no longer 
exists. 

Miss Alice Corbett, another one of our faithful 
members, organized a sewing circle. She spent many 
years as the head of one of our groups; meetings were 
held in the sewing room, and one day a week she 
planned and cut for a willing group of workers. 
Many, many First Communion outfits were made 
by this group, as well as considerable work for the 
Little Sisters of the Poor. This group disbanded 
years ago. 

Mrs. Albert Gates and Mrs. B. H. Knapp organ- 
ized sewing groups when the Dominican Sisters of 
the Sick Poor came to Cincinnati. These groups met 
one day a month in the sewing room. Pads, gauze, 
sponges, and bandages were made by these workers— 
the members making personal contributions for the 
materials used. Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner 
was their gift to the nuns. Mrs. Knapp’s group has 
disbanded, while Mrs. Gates’ Circle continues to 
function. 

The older members of our Club will affectionately 
remember Mrs. Albert Hoffman. She gave much of 
her time to charity, organizing a sewing group that 
met in members’ homes every other Thursday, for 
lunch. The afternoon was spent in doing machine 
and hand sewing. Many First Communion outfits 
were made for St. Joseph Orphanage, and sewing was 
done for the patients of the Little Sisters of the Poor 
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The Dining Room 


60 


yt Gets Ons: Atevrhrite: vréevm vent 


on Florence Avenue. This group disbanded some 
time ago. 

It was in the early “thirties” that the depression 
was generally felt, and naturally it reflected upon 
our income. We were maintaining our Clubhouse, 
paying for our new addition and also meeting interest 
payments. We were confronted with some worried 
moments but as usual a “‘good fairy’’ helped us with 
our problems. Mrs. Charles F. Williams paid our 
interest on several occasions, only a few of our mem- 
bers knew that she had met the emergency. 

Mrs. Williams was an early member of our Club, 
lending her assistance and cooperation in many of our 
projects. She taught catechism to the handicapped. 
Many hours were given by Mrs. Williams to our 
hospital sewing groups. I am certain that God, 
has entered into His book of minutes, many gestures 
that were made by Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Williams, 
and only known by Him. 

At this time we organized a Health and Self- 
Expression Class which proved very popular, so 
popular that when it was time to disband for the 
summer, members asked to have informal meetings 
continue so that open air exercises could be enjoyed. 
From time to time picnics were held at the homes of 
members or at a convenient park. The last meeting 
of the season, for this year, was held at the Three 
Rivers Country Club, on the Cincinnati and Louis- 
ville Pike. Exercises and a hike preceded luncheon. 

During this year, our collection for the Needlework 
Guild sky-rocketed. We had 4476 garments to our 
credit and they were distributed to seventeen of our 
institutions. 


61 


1930 


1931 


Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association 


We were serving luncheons at the Club on Wednes- 
day of each week. For a time the food was prepared 
at our homes and taken to the Club, later it was 
prepared in the Club kitchen. We encouraged our 
members to entertain their Bridge Clubs on that day. 
The Marquise De Chambrun, whose mother, Mrs. 
Bellamy Storer, founded our knitting group, was the 
guest of Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle at one of our 
hospitality luncheons. 

We had taken on another activity—the Craft Shop 
of the Handicapped. It is located at the John Shillito 
Company. The Shop is an outlet for various types of 
handiwork made by the handicapped, enabling them 
to be partially self-supporting. Various denomina- 
tions give volunteer service at the lunch hour, reliev- 
ing the paid employees. Thursday is Catholic 
Women’s day and the Chairman, appointed by the 
Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association, with the 
assistance of her Committee, serve on that day of 
the week. We have a sale of their handiwork at our 
Clubhouse every Fall. 

Going on to 1931, the various committees made 
their reports at our January meeting with Mrs. 
Charles E. McCarthy in the Chair. Much had been 
accomplished during the past year, new committees 
added to the numerous groups which had been 
functioning so well. } 

Gradually we were acquiring the furnishings needed 
for our new home, and at this time Mrs. Joseph 
Lackner presented the Club with a grand piano. 

Our members participated in the Women’s Cru- 
sade—an activity aimed at acquainting Cincinnatians 
with the value of the work done by the Community 
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Chest. The head of the committee assigned groups 
to visit different institutions, thereby being able to 
understand the needs of the Chest. 

Our joy was to be short-lived for on April 18, 1931 
our dear President, Mrs. Charles E. McCarthy 
passed away, a great, great loss to us, her family, and 
all who knew her. She was a charming person, well 
equipped as a leader, one we could be proud of, asa 
representative of the Catholic Women in Cincinnati. 
““‘We must not put a question mark where God has 
placed a period’’. 

The following was written in the minutes: 

“Mrs. Charles E. McCarthy was elected President 
of the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association in 
May 1929. Such was the outstanding success of the 
first year of her administration, that she was the 
unanimous choice for re-election, in 1930. In the 
midst of her second term, she was called to her 
final rest. During her service as President, she worked 
untiringly, for the advancement and success of the 
Association, with the happiest results. She was 
devoted to the work of the Club and indefatigable in 
carrying it on. As a result of her enthusiasm and 
devotion, the Association has prospered and grown 
in numbers and achievements. It was her idea that 
we should celebrate our ‘“‘Tenth Anniversary” on 
Tuesday, May 12, and it was to our sorrow and 
great loss, that she was not permitted to participate. 
We can feel assured, however, that she was with us 
then, and is today, in spirit. Mrs. McCarthy had 
endeared herself to all of us who worked with her, 
by her kindliness and gentleness. Her love and devo- 
tion to the Association, and her untiring efforts for 
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the Association evoked our admiration for her re- 
markable efficiency. It has been a joy to work with 
her and her death has left a void that will be difficult 
to fill. 

“To her husband and relatives we extend our 
sincere sympathy, in their bereavement. May the 
sweet memory of their dear one bring them comfort.” 

Amelia Mackentepe 
Susanna Hinkle 
Loretto LeBlond 

An oil painting of Mrs. Charles E. McCarthy was 
presented to the Club, by Mrs. Joseph Lackner, and 
was the work of Stephen Alke. 

But we must go on, as Mrs. McCarthy would want 
us to; Mrs. R. K. LeBlond took over the responsibility 
of the Presidency again, with Mrs. F. W. Hinkle as 
her first Vice-President. Mrs. Dan Meyers was ap- 
pointed as our delegate to the coming convention of 
the National Council of Catholic Women, which was 
held in Washington D. C. 

It was reported that the Thrift Shop had netted 
$13,000.00 profit since its inception. One half of 
this sum was given to the Club, the other half a 
gift to St. Francis Hospital. 

A group of youth-minded women formed a com- 
mittee that sponsored troops of Girl Scouts. They 
met at the Clubhouse at appointed times and ful- 
filled one of the objects of our club—humanitarian- 
ism. In 1931 Mrs. Joseph L. Lackner founded the 
first scout troop in the parent club. Miss Betty 
Smethurst was the scout leader. This group dis- 
banded. In 1934 a scout troop was reorganized by 
Mrs. Joseph A. Stuntebeck with Mrs. Fred Fehr as 
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co-founder and secretary, Mrs. Edna Wood served 
as treasurer with Miss Elizabeth Stageman registered 
scout leader. Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe was 
the scout troop adviser. 

Through this troop committees’ sponsorship many 
girls enjoyed a vacation period at camp. The founders 
of the second scout troop worked diligently for it 
until 1947, they solicited funds for their treasury 
from civic minded friends and sponsored rummage 
sales, also collected tax stamps to supplement this 
fund. Every summer during the thirteen-year period 
competitive examinations were held and the girls 
with the highest average were rewarded with a two 
weeks vacation at camp. Each summer an average 
of four girls enjoyed a vacation at Ft. Scott and three 
or four more girls merited a vacation at Camp Butter- 
worth. These girls who were from the basin of the 
city and Mt. Adams might never have enjoyed the 
camping experience had it not been for this committee. 

At our Board Meeting recently it was decided 
that if a member absents herself from Board Meet- 
ings for three consecutive times, she will automati- 
cally be dropped. After some discussion, our Board 
decided that we should sew, one day a year, entirely 
for the Needlework Guild. 

In April of this year Monsignor Marcellus Wagner 
explained that the Women’s Committee on Stabiliza- 
tion of Employment, was instigating a city-wide 
collection of clothing. In view of the fact that 
another group, the National Council of Jewish 
Women, had sponsored this movement previously, 
‘Monsignor suggested that the Catholic Women’s 
Club accept the responsibility this year, or at some 
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future date. It was decided to assume this huge 
project immediately. Mrs. Walter Herschede was 
Chairman of this project, and the results of the drive 
equalled that of the year before, which was an out- 
standing feat. It was reported that ten tons of 
clothing were collected, in this city-wide drive. 
Mrs. John Horgan contributed the use of one of the 
rooms at the Hotel Sinton and the use of a telephone 
which expedited things. 

More than one hundred and sixty members had 
been diligently sewing with our Club’s sewing groups, 
making clothes for the 5000 needy children of the 
unemployed in Cincinnati. Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle 
invited all those who had sewed with these groups to 
be her guests, enjoying a delightful day of recreation 
at ““Belcamp’’. The day was spent swimming, playing 
cards, and strolling through the woods and gardens. 
A picnic lunch was enjoyed by all of us. 

A cablegram of sympathy was sent to the Comtesse 
De Chambrun upon the death of Mrs. Bellamy 
Storer, her aunt, the foundress of the Knitting Group 
in 1917. Resolutions of sympathy were adopted, 
signed by Charter Members, and spread upon the 
minutes. 

The Choral Group, of the Cincinnati Catholic 
Women’s Association, was organized at this time. 
They sponsored many concerts on Sunday afternoons, 
followed by a buffet supper. These concerts were 
given by Mr. Ary Van Leeuween and the Ohio 
Symphonette in LeBlond Auditorium. Mr. Van 
Leeuween’s orchestra, was composed of twenty young 
men; he himself was a member of the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra and a celebrated flutist. Mr. Dan 
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Bedoe, who was spoken of as Cincinnati’s most 
beloved tenor, was the soloist on many occasions. 
An article appearing in our morning paper, preceding 
one of our concerts, is as follows: ‘“‘The Musicale 
promises to be especially delightful as the LeBlond 
Auditorium, which is one of the finest small halls in 
this part of the country, will add an air of informality 
and intimacy, so well suited to a Sunday afternoon 
concert.”’ The proceeds from these concerts were 
given to the families of Cincinnati’s unemployed. 

It is interesting to note that in the September 26, 
1958 issue of the Catholic Telegraph Register you 
will find under ‘‘Flash-backs’’ the following: 


25 Years Ago 
September 28, 1933 


‘Columbus Day will be Catholic Women’s 
Day at the Women’s National Exposition 
which will be held at Music Hall from 
October 11 to the 18th. Mrs. F. E. Mack- 
entepe and Miss Zita Fallon are preparing 
the program. The Choral group of the 
Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association 
will be presented in a concert from eight to 
nine o’clock in the evening. Mrs. Ida 
Ulmer Jenner, Chairman of the Choral 
Group and Peter Froehlich, Jr. director, 
have arranged an attractive group of num- 
bers. Miss Cornelia Leary will play several 
harp solos and other soloists will assist. 
The Choral group of the Catholic Parent- 
Teachers’ Association also will appear on 
the afternoon program.” 


67 


Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association 


Monsignor Wagner addressed our Club on the 
urgent need to act now in the unemployment situa- 
tion by volunteering service in visiting homes, ob- 
taining financial help for those in need, and especially 
forming sewing groups, to make clothing for children. 
He closed by saying that it was up to the women to 
save America! In accordance with Monsignor’s plea, 
the Club set aside two whole days a week—Wednes- 
day and Friday—to sew at the Club. Mrs. Henry 
Gau was the Chairman of the Sewing Group at the 
Club and Mrs. William B. Poland headed the sewing 
bands of the city. More than one hundred and sixty 
of our members sewed for 5000 needy children of the 
unemployed in Cincinnati. 

The Marquise de Chambrun, Mrs. Bellamy Storer’s 
daughter, was our honored guest at the Board Meet- 
ing on May 10, 1933. 

Mrs. R. K. LeBlond said that nothing interests 
women of today more than a Quilt Show. Bearing 
this in mind, she conceived the plan of having an 
exhibit of handsome quilts in connection with a 
silver tea. Mrs. F. W. Hinkle, President of our Club 
at this time (December 1934) was pleased with the 
idea and appointed Mrs. George Shays and Mrs. Jo- 
seph Hummel, Jr. to manage the Quilt Exhibit, the 
hours were from 12 noon to 9:30 p.m. Mrs. Shays, 
whose hobby was quilts, showed between forty and 
fifty of her own handiwork. Everyone seeing her 
beautiful quilts was enthusiastic over her assortment, 
most of which she had hand quilted herself. Another 
quilt exhibitor was Mrs. Frank Horton. She was the 
originator of the happy plan whereby unemployed 
women were given sewing to do at home, which was 
remunerative. 
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Miss Phoebe Lloyd known throughout the land as 
the “Quilt Lady’’ answered any and all questions 
about quilts, their making, padding, designs, stitch- 
ing, etc. To continue with this exhibit, these quilts, 
because of the artistry and skill of their workmanship, 
were considered priceless possessions, by their owners. 
Some of the prize-winning quilts were Mrs. Frank 
Horton’s “Indiana Wreath” which won an interna- 
tional prize in London five years previous. The 
“Lotus” design, and Mrs. Shay’s favorite ‘‘French 
Basket”’ were other outstanding patterns. Others 
exhibiting were Mrs. Thomas McEvilley and Mrs. 
Rosa Wallingford. One of the lovely antique quilts 
was a silk one, 100 years old, which formerly belonged 
to Mrs. Val Duttenhofer, Sr., and which was loaned 
by her daughters, Mrs. Henry S. Gau and Mrs. Jo- 
seph Rieckelman. Other workers who made this 
exhibit possible were Mrs. Hugh Cahill, Mrs. William 
Dewey, Mrs. Joseph Stuckenborg and Mrs. Clem 
Voss. This gay array of quilts which lined the walls 
of the Auditorium was a display long to be remem- 
bered. 

A TRIBUTE 

“Today Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle lays down her 
gavel that she so wisely and graciously wielded the 
past few years, and will from henceforth again walk 
in the procession. In the name of the membership 
may I express a very deep appreciation for the 
sympathetic, understanding and splendid leadership 
she has given the Association during her years of 
incumbency. She has at all times assumed the 
responsibilities delegated to her, and in the perform- 
ance of these duties has brought to our Club a high 
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type of loyalty and achievement under her direction, 
the Association added many new features, all helpful 
to the broadening and building up of the best ideals 
in life, and in that spirit may we hope that the years 
to come for our Association may be worthy of those 
that have gone before’. 

Amelia L. Mackentepe 

Cincinnati, May 11, 1935 

It was at the Annual Meeting, May 9, 1936 that 
Mrs. F. W. Mackentepe paid a very lovely tribute 
to Mrs. Henry S. Gau upon her retirement as Presi- 
dent, having served as our leader from May 1935 to 
May 1936. This was not only for her work as Presi- 
dent, but for her cooperation and loyalty to the 
Club, from its very beginning. Mrs. Dan Meyers 
asked the members of the Club to show their ap- 
preciation of Mrs. Gau’s efforts by attending the 
Card Party which, was to be given at the Alms Hotel, 
the following week for the benefit of the Catholic 
School for Social Service, in Washington. Mrs. Gau 
will be remembered as one of the most enthusiastic 
workers in our Club; included in this respect were 
Mrs. Harry J. Lehman and Mrs. Neal Ahern. 

‘The debt on our new addition had been reduced to 
$50,000.00 as of June 9, 1936. 

Mrs. Anthony Dunlap’s Book Review Group held 
their meetings the first and third Mondays of the 
month at which time the latest books were reviewed. 

It was at our December meeting in 1936 that 
Mrs. F. W. Hinkle’s painting ““The First Com- 
munion”’ was accepted as a loan to our Club. It 
hangs in the Madonna Room and is a priceless addi- 
tion to our Clubhouse. 
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I am quite certain that the older members of our 
Club will well remember our 1937 flood—‘“Black 
Sunday” will stand out in our memory and with it. 
all of the inconveniences and unpleasantness, and 
yes, sadness too, that is part of a major flood. Our 
meetings were necessarily cancelled at this time. 

I have only mentioned the events that I have felt 
pertinent to our early history, through the past few 
years, and I will continue to do this since space and 
time preclude taking you step by step as I did 
through the formative years, of our Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association, this in the hope of 
giving you a mental picture of our War Time work 
in the “Knitting Group’’, the founding of our Cin- 
cinnati Catholic Women’s Association, the acquisi- 
tion of our two houses, and the building of our 
Auditorium. I have tried to give you even the mi- 
nutest details, of the activities of our Club, from its 
very inception, that you might better understand 
the trials and fatigues we encountered, and yes, 
the happiness that goes with accomplishment—all 
of this was experienced by our Founders and Charter 
Members of the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Asso- 
ciation. 

It wasin January 1939 that our “Catholic Women’s 
News” was discontinued, our Club thereby losing an 
excellent source of revenue. 

Mrs. R. K. LeBlond was made an Honorary Mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors, in May of 1941. It 
was in recognition of her many years of service and 
generosity to our Club. 

Mrs. Harley Bickmore organized our Garden 
Circle in 1942. It was well accepted from its very 
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inception. Following Mrs. Bickmore’s very success- 
ful term of office, Mrs. Clarence Arnold was elected 
our Chairman. She was well versed in all phases of 
gardening, and was very well acquainted with the 
Garden Circles of Cincinnati and vicinity. We soon 
had a thriving Garden Club and most of the members 
of the various Garden Clubs in Cincinnati attended 
our April Flower Show and Tea. Mrs. Harley 
Bickmore and Mrs. Clarence Arnold were authorities 
on gardening and flower arrangements. We are most 
indebted to them for their leadership; we are now 
known as the largest Garden Club in Cincinnati. 
In order to maintain our standing among other 
Garden Clubs, we needed to sponsor a civic project. 
It was at the home of Mrs. Elmer Schmidt on Salem 
Pike at our May meeting in 1956, that the Chair, with 
Mrs. Stanley Frank presiding, offered a suggestion 
for consideration, that a civic landscape plan be a 
long term project of the Garden Circle. It was 
unanimously agreed upon, and a sum of $150.00 
from the treasury of the Garden Club was placed in 
a special fund for this purpose. After a survey was 
made, it was decided to concentrate our efforts on 
the planting of the grounds of the Chapel of the 
‘(Dominican Sisters of Perpetual Adoration” on 
Erie Avenue in Hyde Park. There was much to be 
done there. At the next meeting it was decided to 
allot $150.00 a year to the planting project for a 
minimum five year period, at which time it might be 
subject to extension or renewal. 

Flowering Crab and Ornamental Plum trees form 
‘“‘Memory Lane’’. This lane forms a border on either 
side of the convent grounds, and is accomplished 
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through gifts of money, given in memory of a loved 
one, the tree and marker can be had at a cost of 
$12.50. The foundation planting and general land- 
scaping are done with the check that is given each 
spring by our Garden Club. There is still much to be 
done. We are interested too, in developing a flower 
garden to the rear of the convent grounds, which is 
walled in, for the good Sisters to work in and enjoy. 

The Garden Club has been most generous to the 
parent club. The project committee which organized 
this planting is as follows: 

Mrs. Wilbert I. Yeagers 
Mrs. Stanley J. Frank 
Mrs. Frederick W. Fehr 
Mrs. Robert E. Heekin 
Mrs. Albert E. Gates 
Mrs. Robert W. Ahern 
Mrs. Frank L. Clasgens 
Mrs. Robert J. Heath 

Mrs. Arthur L. Fischer is the present Chairman 
of this project. 

In the meantime, in 1944, the final payment was 
made on our new addition—the Auditorium; a gift 
of $20,000.00 from Mr. and Mrs. R. K. LeBlond 
made it our very own. 

Also in March of 1945 Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle 
graciously presented our Club with the oil painting 
“The First Communion” which was hung in our 
Madonna Room as a loan in December of 1936. 

In the fall of 1940, a dancing class was organized, 
by Mrs. Edward Strybel, Mrs. Earl Winter and 
Mrs. Mark Theissen. This class was for seventh and 
eighth grade pupils, meeting every two weeks, with 
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The Madonna Room 
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Francois Vathé as their instructor. 

In May of 1947 it was suggested that we organize 
dancing classes for the high school group. Accordingly 
much planning and work went into this reorganiza- 
tion. Mrs. Edward Strybel, Mrs. Mark Theissen and 
Mrs. Earl Winter did admirable work in forming 
two classes—‘‘Petit Agers’”? and ‘‘Junior Dates’’. 
These classes have been a tremendous success, ful- 
filling one of the objects of our Association—‘“‘Social’’, 
banding together our Catholic boys and girls, in 
addition to being a lucrative source of revenue for 
our Club. To Mrs. Strybel, Mrs. Theissen and 
Mrs. Winter we are indebted! 

Monsignor Marcellus Wagner resigned as our 
Spiritual Director in March of 1947, his resignation 
was accepted with regret. In apprectation of the 
twenty-four years he had so ably guided and advised 
us, Monsignor Wagner was made an Honorary Mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors. Monsignor August J. 
Kramer became our Spiritual Director at that time. 

In 1948 Mrs. R. K. LeBlond gave us another rare 
painting ‘“‘A Primitive Madonna’’. It was agreed 
that the Drawing Room should thenceforth be known 
as the “Madonna Room’, amd only pictures of 
Madonnas or religious subjects should be hung on 
the walls. 

The entrance hall at “‘516”’ adjoins our Madonna 
Room. Back under the lovely staircase, you will 
find a niche, where our house guests may stop for a 
minute, on their way out in the morning, to have a 
_word with God. When they come in from business, 
they may stop in thanksgiving, for their busy day. 
On the wall, in front of the pre dieu hangs a red 
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velvet backdrop, a perfect background for a priceless 
crucifix which hangs there. You will also see a Polish 
vigil light which was purchased in Paris. Father 
August J. Kramer blessed our little ‘‘retreat’’, the 
donor Mrs. Joseph L. Lackner. 

At the January meeting in 1949 Mrs. Joseph 
Lackner was made an Honorary Member of the 
Board of Directors in recognition of her outstanding 
contribution to the work of the Cincinnati Catholic 
Women’s Association. Mrs. Francis X. Siegel was 
also made an Honorary Member of the Board of 
Directors, in May of 1954, in recognition of her 
untiring effort and interest in our Club. 

In 1958 three of our members received civic and 
national recognition in their various fields of en- 
deavor. Judge Oliver M. Dock, President of the 
Library Board of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, 
paid tribute to Mrs. Charles W. Broeman for her 
twenty-five years of service on that Board. In her 
unpaid work, for a quarter of a century, in the in- 
terest of the library, Mrs. Broeman was instrumental 
in promoting improvements in branch buildings and 
landscaping, in the library for the blind and in the 
gift fund. Our community is much in Mrs. Broe- 
man’s debt for her sustained interest and hard work 
in behalf of the Public Library. 

Another one of our members was signally honored 
this year when she was elected President of the Na- 
tional Council of Catholic Women. Mrs. Mari 
Theissen was well equipped to accept this honor, 
since she has done association work since her gradua- 
tion from the College of the Sacred Heart. She was 
active in our Junior Service group and with Mrs. Ed- 
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ward Strybel and Mrs. Earl Winter founded the 
dancing classes at our Club. Mrs. Theissen also 
served as President of our Association. She is carry- 
ing on the work in the National Council of Catholic 
Women, in which our founders were so interested. 

Mrs. Henry Ratterman, Jr. was elected Vice- 
President of the Cincinnati Museum of Natural 
History in December 1958. She was the founder of 
the Women’s Committee of the Museum, heading 
the Building and Exhibits Committees, both very 
exclusive Committees. She has been a frequent 
contributor financially, and has presented them with 
artifacts which she has collected in her world travels. 

Following is a list of the various committees which 
are functioning at this time—1958: 


Book Review 

A standing committee of the Association, meeting 
bi-monthly at the Clubhouse, object is to read and 
review current books of merit, to discuss special 
articles of interest in periodicals, and devote some 
time to the study of art. The committee functions 
under its own constitution and holds annual election 
of officers. The present Chairman is Mrs. Charles E. 
Logan. 


Tuesday Bridge 

Tuesday Bridge has a Chairman appointed an- 
nually; they meet once a month at the Clubhouse for 
luncheon and cards. Dues, mite box donation during 
Lent, and proceeds from end of season party are 
directed to the Little Sisters of the Poor and to 
charitable projects of the Association. Mrs. Frank A. — 
Farley is the present Chairman. 
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Thursday Bridge Club 

Thursday Bridge Club is a social and charitable 
group of forty-eight members of the Association. 
The Chairman is appointed and they meet once a 
month at the Club for luncheon and an afternoon of 
cards. At Christmas time members donate toys for 
children at St. Joseph Infant Home. Also part of 
monthly dues are directed to the Infant Home. They 
annually hold a special party for benefit of the 
Maintenance Fund at the Clubhouse. Mrs. Walter F. 
Somerville is this year’s Chairman. 


Craft Shop of the Handicapped 

This shop is located at the John Shillito Company 
and is an outlet for various types of handiwork of 
the handicapped, enabling them to be partially self- 
supporting. Various denominations give volunteer 
service at the lunch hour, relieving the paid em- 
ployees. Thursday is Catholic Women’s Day and the 
Chairman appointed by the Cincinnati Catholic 
Women’s Association with the assistance of her com- 
mittee serves on that day of the week. A sale of the 
work of the handicapped is held at our Clubhouse 
each year and a substantial sum is realized. Mrs. 
Robert W. Ahern is Chairman of this project. 


Petit and Junior Dates (Dance Groups) 

Petit Agers—beginners and advanced, organized 
for pupils of seventh and eighth grades. Instruction 
of Petit Agers is under the direction of a recognized 
local dancing master, and is chaperoned by a com- 
mittee composed of mothers of the pupils. Beginners 
and advanced classes meet on the third Thursday 
and Friday evenings at the Clubhouse. The term of 
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twelve lessons for each class includes two parties. 

Junior dates—a high school dance group, holds five 
dances yearly, usually at a downtown hotel or at a 
Country Club. A rotating committee of the pupils 
arrange plans for their dances under the supervision 
of the general chairman appointed by the Association. 
Registration in all dance classes is by invitation. 
Mrs. Mark Theissen, co-founder of these classes with 
Mrs. Edward Strybel and Mrs. Earl Winter, is 
Chairman of these classes, with Mrs. Earl J. Winter 
and Mrs. Joseph Goldcamp assisting this year. 


Day of Recollection 

Each Ash Wednesday the Association offers to all 
members an opportunity to begin Lent in a truly 
religious spirit by holding a ‘‘Day of Recollection’’. 
Exercises of the day are opened with the reading of 
Holy Mass in the Clubhouse Auditorium. Usually a 
local priest acts as moderator and conducts the 
discourses. Breakfast is served to communicants, 
also a Lenten luncheon is served. The Chairman for 
the year 1959 is Mrs. Frederick W. Fehr, who was 
appointed by the Board. 


Decorator’s Course 

A home decorator’s course has been made available 
to members of the Association. This was organized 
by Mrs. Allen Stone. The aim is to present interest- 
ing talks on authentic art and home decorations, and 
the monthly meetings feature artists, who are out- 
standing in their respective fields. Each lecture is 
' followed by an informal question and answer period. 
This group edited a Cook Book this year, 1958, which 
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met with an excellent response; the Chairman, 
Mrs. Albert B. Goehr. 


Decorations 

Mrs. Edward J. Devins is in charge of decorations 
for the year 1958. With a committee Mrs. Devins 
takes care of luncheon table decorations for our 
general meetings and decorations throughout the 
Clubhouse, for the October general meeting, Christ- 
mas Tea and the May general meeting. 


Garden Circle 

A standing committee of the Association. It meets 
monthly in the homes of members or at the Club- 
house. The object of the Garden Circle is to promote 
interest in gardens, gardening and conservation, to 
preserve the natural beauty of our community and 
its future artistic development. The Garden Circle 
has its own constitution and under it holds annual 
election of Board Members and officers. Mrs. C. 
Robert Bierne is our present Chairman. 


Clubhouse 

The Association has established a dignified Club- 
house for its members to hold Board and Committee 
meetings, dinners, lectures and socials. It also 
provides at very nominal cost a comfortable, friendly 
home for employed business and professional mem- 
bers. A house chairman is appointed by the Board. 
Mrs. William J. Fuller is our Chairman for this year, 
with Mrs. Mark Theissen as her co-chairman. 
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Maintenance Fund Party 

The Maintenance party was inaugurated by 
Mrs. Robert E. Heekin in 1951. The object of this 
yearly affair is to provide a backlog for the treasury, 
to take care of major repairs on the buildings, inside 
and out, Mrs. Ralph B. Kohnen was Chairman of our 
1958 Maintenance Fund party. 


St. Francis Hospital Sewing Group 

This group meets once a month under an appointed 
Chairman to sew for St. Francis Hospital. The group, 
from personal contributions and sale of ‘““Everyday 
Cards,’’ raises funds to purchase material to make bed 
gowns for hospital patients. Mrs. Charles F. Eller- 
horst heads this group. 


Needlework Guild 

The Association is a member of the National 
Needlework Guild and the Catholic Women’s Asso- 
ciation Needlework Guild Committee working under 
the annually appointed Chairman meets once a 
month at the Clubhouse to sew. Garments are 
collected and made for contribution to the city-wide 
annual collection of the National Needlework Guild. 
This collection is held in the Cincinnati Catholic 
Women’s Association gymnasium. A tea and inspec- 
tion of garments closes the collection and distribu- 
tion, held in the latter part of October. Mrs. Edgar S. 
Edelman is Chairman of this committee. 


Women’s Committee of Cincinnati Symphony 


This is a standing committee, with an appointed 
Chairman. Members of this committee work on the 
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sale of tickets and on the speakers’ bureau of Cin- 
cinnati Symphony Orchestra. Mrs. Robert W. Ahern 
is Chairman of this committee. 


Program Committee 

The Board of Directors annually appoints a Chair- 
man and the committee is usually made up of chair- 
man of various groups who desire to sponsor a 
monthly lecture or meeting. The aim of this com- 
mittee is to present a program on diversified topics 
given by speakers and artists who are prominent in 
their respective fields. As a rule there are seven or 
eight lectures arranged for each season. Mrs. Edward 
J. Blau is our Program Chairman. 


Volunteer Service League 

The Volunteer Service League was organized under 
the name of the Intermediate Group. Permission was 
given the group by the Board of the Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association in the Spring of 1952 
to organize the Intermediate Group. The intention 
being to absorb those young women who had reached 
the time when they felt that they wished to join the 
Senior Association but still did not feel adequate to 
the responsibilities of the committees of the Senior 
Association. A constitution was drawn up and under 
this a Board and officers were elected. A requisite 
of membership is a designated number of weekly 
service hours. At their Board meeting December 12, 
1956 the name ‘“‘Intermediate Group”’ was changed to 
“Volunteer Service League” and designated as a 
standing committee of the Association. Some minor 
changes were made in the original constitution in 
order that it conform with (and) parallel the Cin- 
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cinnati Catholic Women’s Association. The Volunteer 
Service League, with permission of the Board of the 
Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association, may spon- 
sor selected charitable projects. The present Chair- 
man of the Volunteer Service League is Mrs. Fred- 
erick J. Schmidt. 


Dominican Sisters of the Sick Poor 

Mrs. Albert Gates is Chairman of this group. 
With her committee they meet at the Clubhouse 
once a month. This sewing circle makes personal 
contributions with which they purchase materials 
and make bed pads and gauze sponges for the use of 
the sick. Christmas dinner is given the Sisters each 
year by this group. Another group was organized 
when the Sisters of the Sick Poor came to Cincinnati 
by Mrs. B. H. Knapp. They also met at the Club- 
house once a month, carrying on their work, and 
contributions were made by the members of this 
group also for the materials used. Thanksgiving 
Dinner was given to the Sisters each year. This 
sewing group has been temporarily disbanded. 


St. Ann’s Sewing Guild 

The Chairman is appointed by the Board. They 
meet once monthly at St. Mary’s Hospital to sew and 
supply the needs of the hospital linen room. Oncea 
year they give a social at the Clubhouse for the 
benefit of St. Mary’s Hospital linen needs. Mrs. F. X. 
Siegel is Chairman of this group. 

Our Club has cradled some very important com- 


‘ mittees. One, of which you are all familiar with, is _ 


the ‘‘Charity Ball’? committee, another the Glenmary 
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Missioners, which had their inception at our Club. 
You are, Iam sure, well acquainted with their growth. 

Masses and good cheer are in charge of Mrs. Charles 
E. Quillan. Mrs. Stanley Zahn is our Membership 
Chairman. Mrs. Joseph H. Schulte is Coordinator 
of Activities. 

It was in the fall of 1956 that a tea was held at our 
Club in honor of the opening of the Founders’ Room. 
The tea room had been completely transformed, 
taking it back to the true Victorian period, which it 
had known in its early days, and was in keeping with 
the architecture of the house. The ceilings are 
frescoed, the conventional design standing out in 
bold relief. Our rooms boast of crystal chandeliers 
and exquisite Italian marble fireplaces. The brass 
railing and fixtures for one of the fireplaces was from 
the Joseph B. Verkamp home. These were presented 
by Mrs. Daniel M. Heekin and Mrs. Joseph H. 
Clasgens as a memorial to their mother, Mrs. Joseph 
B. Verkamp, who had worked untiringly for our 
Club, from its very inception as a Knitting Group in 
1917. 

With Austrian shades on the windows, Victorian 
patterned wallpaper and scrolly carpeting, in keeping 
with the period, the priceless pieces of furniture have 
a perfect setting, which they so well deserve. The 
room is completely furnished with lovely pieces of 
furniture from the LeBlond and Mackentepe homes, 
Mrs. Mackentepe’s daughters, Mrs. Henry Ratter- 
mann, Jr. and Mrs. Walter Ibold, giving the furniture 
in memory of their mother. The lamps and bric-a- 
brac are also from the LeBlond and Mackentepe 
families and add to the decorating scheme. A lovely 
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green cover, embroidered in gold design, furnishes a 
splash of color on the square piano. This was from 
the William S. P. Oskamp home in Westwood and 
was given to the Club by Mrs. G. Hoadly Ryan, a 
daughter. 

A priceless wax figurine is seen on a marble topped 
chest and was a gift to the Club from Mrs. George 
W. Sieber, in memory of her mother, Mrs. Emma M. 
Schlie. Mrs. LeBlond presented the Club with 
wrought iron doors to this room and on one is hung 
an oval frame with the names—Mrs. Frederick E. 
Mackentepe, Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle, and Mrs. 


Richard K. LeBlond attractively inscribed manu- 
script. This decoration was in charge of Mrs. William 
J. Fuller, and Mrs. Mark Theissen, who were compli- 
mented on their work. 

The older members of our Club were saddened to 
read of Dr. Nora Crotty’s passing on September 15, 
1958. 

Dr. Crotty was the first woman to preside at the 
Academy of Medicine. She received her college 
education at New Lexington, Ohio, under the super- 
vision of German-born nuns. After teaching for a 
short period in Reading, Dr. Crotty enrolled in an 
evening anatomy class and since there was a shortage 
of doctors, she decided to become one. She enrolled 
in the old Cincinnati College of Medicine, and four 
years later, with an M.D. in her trunk, she journeyed 
to Vienna, Austria, then famous for its clinics, for 
study. 

In commemoration of fifty years of practice, the 
Ohio State Medical Association in 1952 gave Dr.. 
Crotty a brooch and certificate. 
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One would wonder how Dr. Crotty found time to 
help in establishing our Club. She was a member of 
the Board from its inception, serving as lst Vice 
President in 1922, she represented our Club in the 
Public Health Federation in 1924. Dr. Crotty wes 
co-chairman of Mrs. William H. Albers’ Committee 
that organized the ‘“‘drive’’ to raise the money for 
our new addition in 1927. She was also a member of 
our Resolutions Committee, in 1927—-her name 
appearing on the Resolutions which were offered 
for Miss Mary Higginson. She was also a member of 
the House Committee that same year, reporting on 
the number of dinners that were served at our Club- 
house. Her interest continued throughout the years. 
It was such women as Dr. Crotty who made our 
Club what it is today. She was of the pioneer type— 
clear thinking, unselfish and firm in her convictions. 
I am sure that Dr. Crotty is reaping her well- 
deserved harvest, in the Land beyond the Western 
Skies. 

This review would not be complete without paying 
tribute to our Executive Secretary, Mrs. Grace 
McEwen. She has worked unceasingly for our Club 
for the past eighteen years—to her our appreciation. 

I hope that our young members and new members 
have a clear picture of the history of our Club, that 
they all will have a deep love for it and will cherish 
their membership in it, that they will always live 
up to the ideals of our Founders, that in so doing we 
may merit their smile of approval, today, tomorrow 
and always. 

The early minutes of our Club were incomplete, 
some records of meetings were missing. I know that 
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there were many, many of our members who con- 
tributed of their time and means, who may not be 
mentioned. I trust that God will credit those whose 
names do not appear in this review of the Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association. 

I have known and worked with our Founders since 
the early days of our Club—to have known them was 
indeed a rare privilege. Words are inadequate in 
paying tribute to them for their leadership and effort 
in making the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Associa- 
tion a reality, and for their Civic, Religious, Cultural 
and Educational contribution to our “‘Queen City’’; 
may God shower his choicest blessing upon them. 

It will be April 14, 2017—let us hope that our 
granddaughters and great granddaughters will be 
carrying out the Constitution of our Cincinnati 
Catholic Women’s Association, word for word, as it 
was written by our Charter members, emulating 
their zeal and devotion, that in so doing they may 
receive the blessing that goes with helping others, 
making our Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association 
an integral part of our Queen City. 


MARIE W. BURKE 
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Following is a list of the Presidents of our Associa- 
tion. They have had the assistance of a Board of 
very able directors, many of whom should be men- 
tioned but lack of space precludes doing so. 


OHIO CATHOLIC WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
1917. Mrs. Bellamy Storer* 
Founder of Knitting Group 
1919 Mrs. Fred E. Mackentepe* 


May 3, 1921 
CINCINNATI 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
1921 Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe 
1922 Mrs. Frederick E. Mackentepe 


May 1922 Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle* 

May 1923. Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle 

May 1924 Mrs. R. K. LeBlond* 

May 1925 Mrs. R. K. LeBlond 

May 1926 Mrs. R. K. LeBlond 

May 1927 Mrs. R. K. LeBlond 

May 1928 Mrs. R. K. LeBlond 

May 1929 Mrs. Charles E. McCarthy* 

May 1930 Mrs. Charles E. McCarthy 
(died while in office) 

May 1931 Mrs. R. K. LeBlond 

May 1932 Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle 

May 1933. Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle 

May 1934 Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle 

May 1935 Mrs. Henry Gau* 

May 1936 Mrs. Frederick W. Hinkle 

May 1937. Mrs. John Tuke 

May 1938 Mrs. John Tuke 

May 1939 Miss Margaret Alice Cash 
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May 1940 
May 1941 
May 1942 
May 1943 
May 1944 
May 1945 
May 1946 
May 1947 
May 1948 
May 1949 
May 1950 
May 1951 
May 1952 
May 1953 
May 1954 
May 1955 
May 1956 
May 1957 
May 1958 


*Deceased 


Catholic 


Miss Margaret Alice Cash 
Miss Louise de Montluzin 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Women’s 


Louis Tuke 
Louis Tuke 


Miss Elizabeth Dolle 
Miss Elizabeth Dolle 


Mrs. 
. Mark A. Theissen 
. William J. Fuller 

. William J. Fuller 

. George R. Fischer 
. George R. Fischer 
. Robert E. Heekin 
. Robert E. Heekin 
. Frank J. VanLahr 
. Frank J. VanLahr 
. Wilbert I. Yaegers 
Mrs. 


Mark A. Theissen 


Wilbert I. Yaegers 


Mrs. Ralph B. Kohnen 


of 


ASSOCIATION 


. Frederick E. Mackentepe* 
. Frederick W. Hinkle* 

. Richard K. LeBlond* 

. Joseph L. Lackner 

. Mark Theissen 

. Edward Strybel 

. Francis X. Siegel | 

. Robert E. Heekin 

. Thomas J. Burke 
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HONORARY DIRECTORS OF THE BOARD 
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OFFICERS 
CINCINNATI CATHOLIC WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
1958-1959 
Misia br ONReNys eoG oe ee Pee pee President 
Viterat hepa vy (tere es ce nn Ist Vice President 
Mise UseDiy fo Sperber ss ass ase: 2nd Vice President 
MisaNiark (AJ Neissens |) G3 25. Bona wor eae Treasurer 
Mrs. Joseph H. Schulte.............. Recording Secretary 
NIELS CATNeY alin ae) ia es Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs. Grace M. MacEwen.............Executive Secretary 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. August J. Kramer........ Spiritual Advisor 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Mrs. Edward J. Blau 
Mrs. Thomas J. Burke 
Mrs. Frank L. Clasgens 
Miss Elizabeth L. Dolle 
Mrs. Robert W. Egbers 
Mrs. William J. Fuller 
Mrs. Thomas H. Geoghegan 
Mrs. Robert E. Heekin 
Mrs. Ralph B. Kohnen 
Mrs. Joseph L. Lackner 
Mrs. Simon L. Leis 

Mrs. Frederick J. Schmidt 
Mrs. William B. Schriever 
Mrs. Joseph H. Schulte 
Mrs. F. X. Siegel 

Mrs. Joseph J. Sperber 
Mrs. Edward J. Strybel 
Mrs. Mark A. Theissen 
Mrs. Earl J. Winter 

Mrs. Wilbert I. Yaegers 
Mrs. Stanley Zahn 

Mrs. John H. Ranz 

Mrs. Louis H. Groene 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. August J. Kramer 
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JUNIOR SERVICE OFFICERS 


1958-1959 
Mrs. Johns Ranz i743. ee ee eee President 
Mrs. Robert L. Wehrmeyer..............:% Vice President 
Mrs. Louis H. Breitenbach, Jr........ Recording Secretary 
Miss Joyce Fessel...............Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs..Donald/A> Hughes=..2... 2.7. ee eee Treasurer 
Mrs)Louis: avAratar =... 1 aoe sil teaee es ea Auditor 
Miss..Carla Aa Boehm. fi50. 05, 84 ox Ses ee Historian 
Mrs. Louis H. Groene........... C.C.W.A. Representative 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Mrs. Louis H. Arata 

Miss Carla A. Boehm 

Mrs. Louis H. Breitenbach, Jr. 
Mrs. Ray Burlington 

Miss Mary Catherine Cleary 
Miss Mary Donovan 

Miss Joyce Fessel 

Mrs. Louis H. Groene 

Mrs. John Hendy 

Mrs. Donald A. Hughes 
Mrs. Harry Miller 

Mrs. John H. Ranz 

Mrs. Earl J. Raible 

Miss Lucy H. Scriveri 

Mrs. Robert L. Wehrmeyer 
Mrs. Thomas H. Geoghegan 
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VOLUNTEER SERVICE LEAGUE OFFICERS 


1958-1959 
Mise eredericksociinidt a. ee it eee ee as, oe Chairman 
Mirsaseobert! W.olegbers.. . ce) ahve o2ks Vice Chairman 
Mrsmioseph.G:; Lawilerer a. ier sh exile os eee Treasurer 
Mrs. Thomas B. Schweer............ Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Harry J. Schellhaas........ Corresponding Secretary 
WMremw ee osepiy Carrolleren ee natant ba: Auditor 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Mrs. Lester E. Bertke 
Mrs. Robert J. Buchert 
Mrs. W. Joseph Carroll 
Mrs. Robert W. Egbers 
Mrs. Leonard J. Gruber 
Mrs. Frank Hulefeld 
Mrs. Joseph C. Lawler 
Mrs. Russell McKnight 
Mrs. J. Leo Nordloh 
Miss Charlotte Ruwe 
Miss Mary H. Scanlon 
Mrs. Harry J. Schellhaas 
Mrs. Frederick J. Schmidt 
Mrs. Thomas B. Schweer 
Mrs. John L. Tranter 
Mrs. Joseph J. Sperber 
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A pledge 


I deeply appreciate the effort put forth 
by our Founder’s and Charter Members 
in establishing our Cincinnati Catholic 
Women’s Association. I will always be 
loyal to it and uphold the high ideals 
established. I will cherish my member- 
ship and I will honor and protect the 
principles set forth in the Constitution. 
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The Cincinnati Catholic Women’s 


Association 


In response to frequent inquiries as to the nature of the work in which the Association 
s engaged, this leaflet is presented to our members and friends, not as a comprehensive 
seport, but merely to give, in as concise a manner as possible, an idea of the scope of work and 
ictivities of the Cincinnati Catholic Women’s Association. 


The Junior Service is an important Committee of the Association consisting of the 
[younger members of the Association. 


The Junior Service has its own Constitution and election of officers. Its object is to 
engage in charitable, educational, and social activities; and to parallel the work of the Senior 
Association by support and co-operation. 


Every member pledges herself to give two hours of service each week on any one of the 
committees that carry on a varied program of social service. 


The dinner meetings are held once a month at the Clubhouse. 


The Volunteer Service League organized in 1952 is composed of Association members 
and young ladies entering the Senior Group from Junior Service. 


The group functions under its own Constitution and holds annual election of officers. 


Interest and participation in charitable and civic projects is the aim of the Volunteer 
Service League and committees direct their efforts to make all the projects interesting. 


Luncheon or dinner meetings are held one a month. 


Your attention is called to the first paragraph in our Constitution: 


“The object of this Association shall be to promote a spirit of unity and co-operation 
amongst Catholic Women of Cincinnati in religious, educational and humanitarian interests 
and to maintain a Club residence for women employed in business or the professions.” 


Members of the Association in good standing are eligible to join any of the Committees. 
‘However, some of the committees that meet in homes of members have a quota and when it is 
filled, names are then placed on a waiting list. 


The Committees are grouped under the following classifications. 


RELIGIOUS 
DAY OF RECOLLECTION 


_ Each Ash Wednesday the Association offers to all members an opportunity to begin Lent 
in a truly religious spirit, by holding a “Day of Recollection”. Exercises of the day are opened 
PS the reading of Holy Mass. Usually a local priest acts as moderator and conducts the 
‘discourses. 


Breakfast is served to communicants, also a lenten luncheon. 
A chairman who selects her committee of the day is appointed annually by the Board. 


‘MASSES AND GOOD CHEER 


A chairman appointed by the Association arranges for Requiem Masses for departed 
members and sends cards of condolence to the families of the deceased. 


Members who are ill receive convalescent and good cheer cards. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 


The Association is an affiliated member of the council, paying yearly dues, and any 
‘member of the Association therefore has privilege of attending meetings. 


EDUCATIONAL 
ADULT EDUCATIONAL COUNCIL bi 


Association is an affiliated dues-paying member. i 


Special delegates are appointed by the Board to attend meetings. 


BOOK REVIEW | f 
A Standing Committee of the Association meeting monthly at the Clubhouse. 


Object is to read and review current books of merit, to discuss special articles of inter 
in periodicals and devote some time to the study of art. 


The committee functions under its own Constitution and holds annual election of officc 


CATHOLIC ACTION i 


“Petit Agers” (Dance Group), Beginners and Advanced, organized for pupils of seveih . 
and eighth grades. Instruction of “Petit Agers” under direction of a recognized local dancig | 
master is chaperoned by a committee composed of mothers of the pupils. Beginners and | 
vanced classes meet on alternate Thursday and Friday evenings at the Clubhouse. The ten | 
of twelve lessons for each class includes two parties. ef 

| 
| 


“Junior Dates’, a high school dance group, holds 4 dances yearly usually at downton 
hotels or country clubs. A rotating committee of the pupils arrange plans for their dances und } 
supervision of the general chairmen appointed by the Association. | 


Registration in all of the dance classes is by invitation. a | 
' 

iE 
“DECORATORS” iF 


A Home Decorators’ Course has been made available to members of the Association. 7 
aim is to present interesting talks on authentic art and home decorations, and the monty 
meetings feature artists who are outstanding in their respective fields. Each lecture is follows 
by an informal question and answer period 


Field trips to interesting and historical localities are included in each season’s prograi. 


GARDEN CIRCLE 


A Standing Committee of the Association meeting monthly at the Clubhouse or at honjs 
of members. 


The object of the Garden Circle is to promote interest in gardens, gardening, and cons 
vation; and to preserve the natural beauty of our community and its future artistic developme! 


Has its own Constitution and under it holds annual election of Board members and Office! 


PROGRAM 


i 
The Board of Directors annually appoints a chairman and the committee is usually mir 
up of chairmen of various groups who desire to sponsor a monthly lecture or meeting. 


The aim of this committee is to present programs on diversified topics given by speaks : 
and artists who are prominent in their respective fields. As a rule there are seven or eis! 
lectures arranged for each season. | 


WOMEN’S COMMITTEE OF CINCINNATI SYMPHONY 


A Standing Committee with an appointed chairman. Members of Committee work « on s 
of tickets and on the speakers bureau of Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. 


| CHARITABLE AND HUMANITARIAN 


‘ATHOLIC CHARITIES SERVICE GROUP 


Organized under the directorship of Right Reverend Monsignor August J. Kramer to 
\cquaint Catholic Women with children’s institutions. 


| Visitation meetings are made to the institutions and at each one informal discussions of 
ae work and program of the respective agencies creates a personal interest in their methods 
ff operation and their problems. 


Chairman of the group is appointed annually. 
ater 


4JOLUNTEER BUREAU 


As name suggests the Bureau is a clearing house for volunteer workers for both civic and 
nstitutional needs; such as registrations for Community Chest and Council Conventions, as well 
's office work for membership drives of charitable projects. 


set 


CRAFT SHOP OF THE HANDICAPPED 
i 


> te 


Located at the John Shillito Store, the Shop is an outlet for the sale of various types of 
iandiwork of the handicapped, enabling them to be partially self-supporting. 


Various denominations give volunteer service at the lunch hour relieving the paid 
mployees. 


Thursday is Catholic Women’s Day and the chairman appointed by the C.C.W.A. with 
dinthe assistance of her committee serves on that day of the week. 


JOMINICAN SISTERS OF SICK POOR SEWING GROUP 


Members of the Association work for Dominican Sisters of the Sick Poor under an ap- 
yointed chairman and meet once a month at the Clubhouse. 


The committee’s personal contributions purchase material and make bed pads and gauze 


onttiponges for the use of the sick. 


low} 
Thanksgiving Dinner and Christmas Dinner for the Sisters is provided by the group. 


NEEDLEWORK GUILD 

The Association is a member of the National Needlework Guild, and the C.C.W.A. 
Needlework Guild Committee working under the annually appointed chairman meets once a 
onth at the Clubhouse to sew. 

Garments are made and collected for distribution to the City-wide annual collection of 


The collection is held annually in the C.C.W.A. Gymnasium. A tea and inspection of gar- 
iments in the latter part of October closes the collection and distribution. 


PUBLIC HEALTH FEDERATION 


Usually two delegates appointed by the Board attend meetings and hearings that pertain 
to various phases of the Federation’s work in the City. 


ska The annual dinner meeting is also attended by the delegates. 


d 
‘sr. ANN’S SEWING GUILD — Temporarily discontinued 
Chairman is appointed by the Board. 


Meets once monthly at St. Mary’s Hospital to sew and supply needs of hospital linen room. 


Once a year gives a social at the Clubhouse for benefit of St. Mary’s Hospital linen needs. 


ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL SEWING GROUP 


Meets once a month under appointed chairman to sew for St. Francis Hospital. 


The group, from personal contributions and sale of “Every Day Cards” and various 
novelties, raises funds to purchase material to make bed gowns for hospital patients. 


THURSDAY BRIDGE CLUB 


Is a social and charitable group of Association members. Chairman is appointed. Meets 
once a month at Club for luncheon and afternoon of cards. 


Contribution is given to the Little Sisters of the Poor and an annual donation to the 
Association. . 


TUESDAY BRIDGE CLUB 


5 pee a chairman appointed annually. Meets once a month at the Clubhouse for luncheon 
and cards. 


Dues and net proceeds from monthly meetings are directed to the Little Sisters of the! 
Poor and to charitable projects of the Association. 


CLUBHOUSE 


The Association has established a dignified Clubhouse for its members to hold Board anc 
committee meetings, dinners, lectures, and socials. 


It also provides at very nominal cost a comfortable friendly home for employed busines; 
and professional women. 


A house chairman is appointed annually by the Board. 


FINANCIAL | 


Contributions are annually made to: 


Catholic Charities Christmas Fund 
Dominican Sisters of the Sick Poor (Sewing group) 

Girl Scouts (cookies) 

Girls’ Town 

Little Sisters of the Poor (Tuesday & Thursday Bridge) 

Red Cross 

St. Aloysius Orphange (Needlework Guild) 

St. Francis Hospital (Sewing group) 

St. Joseph Infant Home (Junior Service & Needlework Guild) 
St. Joseph Orphanage (Needlework Guild) 

St. Mary’s Hospital (Volunteer Service League) 

United Appeal 

United Fine Arts 
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